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"Preparedness" and 
Poverty. 

By EUGENE V. DEBS. 



THE FOOL PHILWiER 



•HE industrial condition of 
the toiling masses in this 
country is set forth clearly and 
shockingly in the report of the 
United States Commission on 
Industrial Relations. The facts 
and figures here presented and 
supported by incontrovertible 
proof tell the tragic story of 
labor's poverty-stricken and 
wretched condition under the 
prevailing industrial system. 
One-third of all the workers in 
the land are the victims of 
chronic poverty and one-fifth of 
the whole number are in a state 
of continuous unemployment, 
and to protect this beneficent 
system and perpetuate this 
delectable condition, a program 
of "preparedness" has been 
formulated by the ruling class 
which appeals in clarion tones 
to the patriotic fervor of every 
poverty-stricken toiler in the 
land. 

The zeal and ardor and burn- 
ing "patriotism" of the barons 
of industry, the pirates and 
buccaneers on the high seas of 
labor, is of course readily under- 
stood, but how ahy workingman 
or any sympathizer with the 
workingclass can fall for this 
plutocratic conspiracy to estab- 
lish a military dictatorship, and 
thereby buttress the industrial 
system which robs, pauperizes 
and brutalizes the great mass of 
honest toilers, is not so easy to 

account for. 

* * * * 

, CAPITALIST "preparedness" 
means the security of this 
nation's robbers against the 
same class of robbers of other 
nations. To the workingclass it 
means that the class that robs 
and impoverishes them is in 
danger and that it is their 
"patriotic" xluty to fight and die 
like mad beasts . to perpetuate 
the plutocratic misrule of their 
thieving, plundering masters 
and their own poverty, servility 
and degradation. 

Danger to the ruling class is 
a thing to rejoice over and take 
advantage of, and not to worry 
over and prepare against. The 
ruling class owns the nation, 
controls the government, and 
waxes fat on the spoils wrung 
from the workingclass. Let the 
ruling class fight their own wars 
and defend their own booty. The 
workers they have despoiled 
owe them* no allegiance or pro- 
tection and the workers them- 
selves have nothing to protect 
but their poverty and nothing 
to lose but their chains. 

Plutocracy, patriotism, pre- 
paredness, poverty and pauper- 
ism are interlinked in the mili- 
tary program of Wall Street, 
and if the workers are not 
totally blind they will steer 
clear of that devil's snare and 
launch a scheme of preparedness 
of their own for the day coming 
when they will have to fight for 
their lives, if they are not to be 
completely crushed beneath the 
iron hoof of a military auto- 
cracy. ^ ^ 

NO WORKINGMAN has any 
business to enlist in a capitalist 
class war or fight a capitalist 
class battle. 

It is our duty to enlist in our 
own war and' fight our own 
battles. But first of all we shall 
have to organize, equip, train 
and drill our army, and this 
army consists of the industrially 
and politically organized work- 
ers of the land, and when the 
capitalists declare war on one 
another, it is then for us to de- 
clare war on them all, paralyze 
industry by the general strike, 
and fight every battle for the 
overthrow of the ruling class 
and their ravaging, plunder- 
ing, war-breeding, man-killing, 
heart-breaking, soul-destroying 
system, and for the emancipa- 
tion of the workingclass and the 
brotherhood and peace of all the 
world. 



By LINCOLN PHIFER 

Mr. Wilson, you are a philosopher. 
You say mighty pretty!' things. 



Nevertheless, you are a fool. You 
are still a sophomore in the school of 
economics — a wise fool.. 



You want to spend a haif billion 
dollars and don't want to borrow 
money. That's rot. Your superiors, 
the plutocrats, will very soon put a 
crimp in that scheme. 



You hope to stop war while keeping 
up the private control of industry, the 
thing that promotes war — that is 
foolishness. You will find it out in 
time. 



You want Uncle Sam to begin a 
merchant marine, and then surrender 
it to private interests. Thai is assin 
ioity if not criminality. Why should 
he not monopolize transportation ? 



But in your message to congress 
and thru congress to the American 
people you said two mouthsful. Yon 
probably said more than you meant to 
say. 

"THOSE WHO GIVE THEM 
EMPLOYMENT — THOSE FOR 
WHOSE BENEFIT AND PROTEC- 
TION THEY WOULD IN FACT EN- 
LIST." You said that, Mr. Wilson, 
referring to capitalists. 



YOU ARE A FIGUREHEAD, MR. WILSON 

YOU ASKED Mr. Rockefeller to arbitrate vrith his slaves, and he ignored your request. 
The plutocrat snubbed you. 

You asked the governor of Utah to give a worker, sentenced to be shot without a fair 
trial, another hearing, and he ignored you. The standpat politician was greater than you. 

You were told that shipping of munitions of war* to Europe would bring America into 
war, and you said you could not prevent it. The international armament trust was greater 
than you are. 

Nov/, that the army contracts have made Morgan and his set of treacherous criminals 
many millions of dollars, you are coolly told by them that their action has so angered Europe 
that a war threatens, and you at once demand preparation that will, before we are thru with 
it, cost the American people ten billion dollars. You are a dough man, Mr. Wilson. 

You are as bad as Buchanan, a Democratic president who preceded you. Buchanan said 
he had no power to prevent the slave states from seceding from the union. Buchanan's action 
cost the lives of a million men and. the expenditure of billions- of treasure. 

You, Mr. Wilson, are falling into the hands of traitors and exploiters. You arc preparing 
the way for a military plutocracy. 

Are you a coward or are you criminal, Mr. Wilson? We cannot believe that a student 
of history like vou is merely ignorant, 

I , . 

Democrats Join Republicans in 
Betrayal of Nation to Militarism 



The first statement above is too 
silly for a school boy to be graded "m" 
on. The masters of the bread do not 
furnish anyone employment. They 
even now are keeping two million men 
out of employment. 

But your second statement is true. 
I hope every American worker will 
read and reread it. I hope they will 
remember that it comes from you, 
Mr. Wilson. It is authoritative. 



"For whose benefit and protection 
they would enlist." That gives the 
plot away. Preparedness is for the 
"benefit arid protection" of the capital- 
ists. It is for nothing else. 

You said .it, Mr. Wilson. It should 
defeat the administration plot for the 
overthrow of free institutions through 
the establishment of a military 
despotism. 

Remember that, Mr. Worker, when 
you, are asked to enlist. It is all 
"FOR THE BENEFIT AND PRO- 
TECTION" of the capitalist. Prepar- 
edness is "FOR THE BENEFIT AND 
PROTECTION" of the capitalist. 

Socialists have told you this over 
and over and you would not believe it. 
Now President Wilson himself tells 
you. And you will vote for him or 
some other man with the same idea 
of government. 

But, Mr. Wifson, you said some- 
thing else that was notable. You said 
more perhaps than you intended to 
say. It was a good utterance. It was 
from the philosophical side of your 
head. 



"WHEN ANY GOVERNMENT 
SHALL BE FOUND INADEQUATE 
OR CONTRARY TO COMMON 
BENEFIT, PROTECTION AND 
SECURITY OF THE PEOPLE, A 
MAJORITY HAS AN INDISPUT- 
ABLE, INALIENABLE AND IN- 
DEFENSIBLE RIGHT TO REFORM, 
ALTER OR ABOLISH - IT.i' 



By MEYER LONDON 

Socialist Congressman. 

(Written Especially For The American Socialist.) 

PRESIDENT Wilson's message has clari- 
fied the political atmosphere to this ex- 
tent: we now know that the Socialists 
alone can be depended upon as a party to make 
the fight for the ideals of peace next year. The 
Democratic administration has definitely joiued 
the Republicans in the betrayal of the country 
to militarism. 

The Democratic party is following its old, 
tradition of inconsistency and incompetence. 
No sooner does it take a step forward in con- 
structive legislation than it makes haste to re- 
treat two steps by reactionary decision. If the 
President's message is to be accepted as a fore- 
cast of the policy of his party in the campaign 
of 1916, then it is clear that besides raising tne 
dangerous and indefensible issue of the hyphen 
— an issue which will poison the very civic life 
of the country — and yielding to the demands 
of militarism, the Democratic party offers no 
issue upon which the people are £o vote -next 
November. 

* * * * 

THE INDUSTRIAL program of the Demo- 
cracy seems to be exhausted, just as if the 
labor issue had been met and all labor problems 
solved. There is a mere mention of industrial 
and vocational education. 

Would not one have been justified, after the 
report of the United States Commission on 
Industrial Relations, in expecting some hint, 
some suggestion of a remedy for the industrial 
evils which that Commission has revealed and 
analyzed? Yet not a hint nor suggestion is 
found in the message. More astounding still, 
the President does not consider the vast work 
performed by the Commission to be worthy 
even a passing mention. This fact throws a 
brilliant light upon the mental preparedness of 



(he Democracy to meet the legislative needs of 
an industrial nation. 

.The whole burden of the message is military 
preparedness— more guns, more dreadnaughts, 
more soldiers. But not all the dreadnaughts, 
not all the guns, not all the prospective millions 
of uniformed soldiers that under the admin- 
istration's plan would be added to our national 
armament could compensate the United States 
for that loss of strength and that deep wound 
which will be caused by the attempt to divide 
the people into "loyal" and "disloyal". 

Socialists will repudiate and resist the im- 
plication of racial divisions within our country. 
Republicans and Democrats in the House last 
Tuesday vied in applauding the announcement 
of this new inquisition. Between our position 
and theirs the line is drawn. We plead with 
the American people to assert the finer frater- 
nalism that has characterized the ideal of this 
nation, now when the old party leaders have 
forgotten that ideal. 



Oklahoma Socialists have won an- 
other victory — this time in the courts. 
Reversing the district court of Mc- 
Lain County, the state supreme court 
has held that Mark Reader, Socialist, 
was regularly elected sheriff of Mc- 
Lain county in the elections last 
November. 

Two important national unions of 
textile workers in England have con- 
solidated :md put an end to jurisdic- 
tional contentions. It is announced 
that after the war quite a number of 
• r ade unions* will amalgamate. 



That is the right of revolution. It 
is not your idea, Mr. Wilson, but 
quoted. You do not believe in the 
revolution that would take from 
private hands the control and ad- 
ministration of industry. 

Yet you do, almost. You suggest 
it for times of war. Yet you would 
not protect the workers from the 
lords of Colorado and the tyrants of 
the seas — that is, owners of sea 
vessels, — in times of peace. 

I know why you suggested revol- 
ution, Mr. Wilson. It stands out so 
plainly anyone can see it. You apply 
the words to Mexico. But you really 
meant them for Canada, the only 
country on the western continent that 
"belongs" to a European nation. 

It is expected that you ' will deny 
that you meant Canada, Mr. Wilson, 
but the inference is too plain to be 
misunderstood. It would not do for 
you to speak openly. But if Canada 
was to rebel and the British empire 
go to pieces — — . 

Then Germany only would be to 
thrash, until "America" would become 
dominant of the world — until Amer- 
ican capitalism, with a merchant 
marine and all power turned to it, 
would be absolutely supreme. 

This is why you fulminate against 
the Germans. Let Germany eat up 
England, then let American workers 
chew Germany for the American 
capitalists to digest — "those for 
whose benefit and protection they 
would in foct enlist." 



It is plain now why you want Pan- 
Americanism. You want alT the 
nations' on the western continent, in- 
cluding Canada, to help American 
capitalists against Europe. It is plain 
why you want "preparedness", Mr. 
Wilson. 



And it is a great scheme. It is 
worthy of a philosopher — if it were 
not so foolish. It will catch many. But 
WHERE DOES THE AMERICAN 
WORKER COME IN, MR. WILSON ? 
How is he to be protected? Is there 
anything be owns in the nation that 
he is justified in defending ? t . . - 



THE DECLARATION on the Filipino is 
characteristic. The solemn statement is made 
that it is our duty to keep our promises to the 
helpless and to those dependent upon us. After 
this announcement we discover that no hope of 
emancipation is held out to the Filipino. 

Nor is there in the message a new idea on 
taxation. The accumulated fortunes which 
have been shown' to be such a source of danger 
and corruption are not threatened by taxation, 
so far as one can. gather from this statement. 
The inheritance tax idea has been spurned. 

Altogether it seems that the stock of new 
ideas of the Democracy has been exhausted, 
and that the party expects to thrive on intensi- 
fying national prejudices and on following the 
well-known method of the governments of 
Europe, in keeping the eyes of the people 
directed toward distant and imaginary enemies 
so that they shall not see the real enemies of 
the people — the industrial magnates and ex- 
ploiters. 



i other, who seem to be in a perpetual 
I frenzy of fear. 

I * * * 

| THEN WHOM are we to fight? 

If not Japan — and the limelight is 
j shifted to Europe at this moment — 
i what nation will come out of this war 
j ready to have a go at us? 
! First of all, why have we been left 
i alone this long while ? Why has the 
j jealousy of the nations toward each 
other (harped on only in war time) 
been nothing more for us than the 
customary friendly competition of 
trade? Why have we been permitted 
to strip Spain of its Antilles, annex 
Hawaii and establish ourselves in 
Asia? And why, in the many as- 
saults upon Mexico (none so danger- 
ous to Kurope as when, for example, 
Presidents Taft and Diaz shook hands 
on the border) have the European 
governments beamed upon us? 

Having selected the particular coun- 
try which is to war upon us, what 
follows? The very simple matter of 
foretelling wha v t shape that conflict 
will take. That is what Bernhardi did 
for Germany, and national pride com- 
pels us to asert that someone can do 
this for America. 

What a simple matter it is, to be 
sure! That we shall invade Europe, 
v/c do not imagine even our most 
blinded jingoists would require. Wo 
invaded the Philippines— and we know 
what a price we paid. When it comes 
to going abroad for war, it is quite 
Hire our jingo friends would rather 
see America first. 

* * * * 

HAVING DECIDED to stay at 
home and wait for the enemy, where 
all the resources are at our elbows, 
simplifies matters still more. As the 
aggressor our enemy must outnumber 
us in every way, being required to do 
the assaulting, to bring supplies over 
a great distance, and, after demolish- 
ing our sea and coast defense, to then 
actually overrun us. 

Imagine the stream of hostile 
forces coming down upon us. We 
suppose they will take the big cities 
first, but finding nothing there but 
empty houses, they will then make 
inroads upon us to reach the food 
supplies. The battle line starts to 
thin out. The length of the European 
line is a piece of string as against a 
span across our continent. Verily it 
will be "a long way to go." 

All obstacles have been surmounted 
in the way of any nation's being 
ready for a war with us, when the 
European fire is over, in order to set 
the problem before our jingo friends. 
Let them start^ from that point — ■ 
something no one has done as yet. 

As a fact, however, it is very plain 
that, as a result of this war, peace 
! for America was never more secure. 
Our trade has never been a cause for 
international complications since we 
broke away from Great Britain. We 
have the world for our market, and 
only as we undersell* can be secure 
that market. We have no possessions 
in Europe, none in Africa, or Aus- 
tralia or South America, and what 
footing wo have in Asia is not the 
despair of any European power. We 
suppose Japan knows about our own- 
ing the Philippines. At least Japan 
has been told so by the jingoes here. 



Unmask Big Business 

By J. L. ENGDAHL. 



MANY STANDARD BEARERS ARE 
NOMINATED BY MEMBERSHIP. 

When this issue of The American 
Socialist went to press, Executive 
Secretary Walter Lanfersiek and four 
employes oi / the Socialist Party 
national office were busy tabulating 
the nominations for presidential and 
vice presidential candidates for 1916, 
and for national executive committee 
and executive secretary. 

The nominations for president and 
vice president had just been counted 
and we are able this week to give the 
names of the leading nominees and 
the number of nominations each 
received as follows: 

FOR PRESIDENT: Eugene V. 
Debs, 468; Charles Edward Russell, 
207; Allan L. Benson, 147; Emil Sei- 
del, 90; Fred D. Warren, 82; Victor 
L. Berger, 38; J. Stitt Wilson, 31; 
Seymour Stedman, 29; George R. 
Kirkpatrick, 28; Arthur Le Sueur, 15; 
James H. Maurer, 14, and Adolph 
Germer, 10. 

FOR VICE PRESIDENT: , Emil 
Seidel, 248; Allen L. Benson, 130; 
Kate Richards O'Hare, 121; Fred p. 
Warren, 109; Charles Edward Russell, 
108; J. Stitt Wilson, 59; James H. 
Maurer, 48; George R. Kirkpatrick, 
43; Victor Berger, 38; Adolph Germer, 
22; Arthur LeSueur, 21; George R. 
Lunn, 19; Seymour Stedman, 19; 
Duncan McDonald, 16; Meyer London, 
13, and Morris Hillquit, 12. 

The first nominations were received 
Nov. 10. The time for receiving 
nominations closed Dec. 10. During 
that month it required all the time 
of one person to tabulate the returns. 
There has been a greater response in 
this than in any preceding referen- 
dum. The complete results will be 
next week. A short time will be 
allowed for acceptances and then the 
names of the candidates who have 
accepted will be submitted to the 
membership. 



The daily labor paper printed by the 

trade unions of Paris has suspended 
publication. The hard times resulting 
from the war is the principal reason 
given, although some internal differ- 
ences respecting the attitude taken by 
the unions in relation te- the conflict 
were contributing causes. 



The fight has opened in Washing- 
ton for the printing of at least 200,- 
000 copies of the report of the Com? 
mission on Industi'ial Relations, so 
that the people who most need it — 
those who cannot afford to buy a copy 
— can get a report of the findings of 
the commission. The fight has the i 
united support of the labor unions and 
Socialists of the nation and practi- 
cally every working class organiza- 
tion. A strong element in Congress 
aiming to pass a resolution direct- 
ing the printing of an adequate supply 
of free copies. Senator Ashhurst will 
lead the fight in the Senate for the 
printing of the report and Repre- 
sentative Lewis will lead the Housa 
fight. 

* * * * 
The American Association for La- 
bor Legislation will hold its ninth an- 
nual convention in Washington, Dee. 
28-29. The sessions will be devoted to 
the consideration of the La Follette 
seamen's law, health insurance for 
wage-earners, industrial hygiene in 
relation to dangerous trades, child la- 
bor, protection for female wage- 
earners and similar questions. The 
dosing meeting of the convention 
promises to be of special interest. It 
is to be held " jointly with the Pan- 
American Scientific Congress and 
eight representative speakers from 
South and North America will outline 
the progress made in industrial 
hygiene in the different republics. The 
Association announces that all inter- 
ested members of the public are in- 
vided to attend the meeting. 

■ * * * . * 

The New Jersey Federation of 
Labor has begun agitation against the 
proposed V State constabulary bill, 
which the big manufacturers hope will 
bring the notorious Cossacks to that 
State as professional strikebreakers. 
All the power of organized labor is 
being lined up for a fight against the 
bill when it is introduced at the open- 
ing of the legislative session in Jan- 
uary. The bill was up in the last 
Legislature but was defeated by hard 
fighting. What the result will be the 
coming session with "preparedness" 
setting tkfe politicians crazy is hard 
to predict. 



OUB COMING WAR 

By JOSEPH E. COHEN 



BT IS TIME for some one to do for 
America what Bernhardi did for 
Germany — that is, tell us of "Our 
Coming War " 

Enough books haye been written on 
the war in Europe. There has been a 
basketful of articles — some of them 
good ones — on the same subject. So 
far as the writers can tell us, 
know (or should know) all about 
modern military and naval strategy. 

And there have been plenty of sug- 
gestions offered us along the line of 
preparedness. What remains is to 
shape these up into a plea that we 
matvo ready for the war that is al- 
ready coming. 

THIS IS not an easy task. 
One has to be convinced that the 
author knows what he is talking 
about. In the case of Bernhardi it- 
was a simple matter. In addition t:) 
being a member of the general staff, 
the situation of Germany in the nest 
of its enemies, surrounded by alien 
boundaries, made it quite plain from 
what direction danger was* to be ex- 
pected. For instance, Bernhardi" did 
not waste time on the so-called "yel- 
low peril." Germany's place in the 
sun was not an Asiatic one — just then. 

With us it is different, A few 
years ago anyone who would have 
predicted that we were to be involved 
in a war either with Germany or 
England would have been laughed -at. 
Japan was our alleged enemy. 

So imminent was trouble with 
Japan supposed to be that our 
prophets of a little while ago are not 
without honor save in their own 
country. They should be the last ones 
to predict another war. 

Yet there must be an enemy in view 
if the people at large are to be 
aroused over the national danger. 
We cannot be expected to go in for 
an outrageous increase i*. naval and 
military expenditure for the mere 
sake of spending our money. We are 
not- a nati n easily seated — espe- 
cially by ou.J politicians, who are a$- 



AMERICA HAS never been called 
upon to recede one step in its policy 
of high protective tariff at the behest 
of any European power. There is no 
reason for supposing that a nation, 
broken by this war, even if victor, 
will suddenly discover that our gov- 
ernment must abandon its fiscal pol- 
icy, whether high tariff or Demo- 
cratic revenue collecting schedule, or 
pay the consequences. Then what are 
we to go to war about? 

Or, to put it another way, can we 
be drawn into a war if we do not want 
it? And whether we can or no, are 
we to put in our energy during peace 
to prepare for war? Or are we to re- 
gard war only as a very unhappy in- 
terval between periods of peace ? 

That is, are we' to prepare for war, 
have it. and endure peace as some- 
thing obnoxious while we prepare for 
another war? Or are we to seek the 
victories of peace, and let war t$ke 
care of itself? — that being the way 
America has always taken care of it 
very effectively. 



BY WAY OF a parting shot to the 
we crowd that asks for preparedness, it 
may be said that war nowadays as 
never before is a test of physical en- 
durance. The trench is the battle- 
field and the army best fitted phys- 
ically, other things being equal or 
secondary, counts most. What have 
our jingo friends to propose in the 
way of physical preparedness? 

Will thoy adopt our program of 
governmental assistance to the ill and 
maimed by industry? Will they 
stand with us to lower hours of work, 
relieve the nervous tension upon 
labor, and put up the standard and 
wage for better living? Or will they 
convict themselves out of their own 
mouths that their "coming war" is 
one of capital upon labor, and any 
international conflict is a weapon in 
that war ? 



SOCIALISTS in £h« Chicago city 
council have unmasked some more 
of the underhand methods by which 
big business seeks to control those in 
public office. This unmaskiug process 
has probably never before been as 
successful as in this case. 

John C. Kennedy, the Socialist 
alderman from the twenty-seventh 
ward, is chairman of the subcom- 
mittee of the council committee on 
schools, which forced an investigation 
of the qualifications of the mayor's 
appointments to the board of educa- 
tion, before these appointments were 
endorsed by the city council. The 
Socialist alderman was especially 
active in forcing the candidates to 
declare whether they were in favor of 
the teachers organizing into a union. 
The board of education is now trying 
to outlaw the Chicago Teachers' 
Federation, which is affiliated with 
organized labor. 

One of the candidates,. Charles 
Ffrench, editor of The Musical Leader, 
had written Aid. Kennedy that he 
was in favor of permitting the. teach- 
ers to organize. This seems to have 
forced big business into action. Its 
methods are best exposed in a second 
letter to Aid. Kennedy, written by 
Ffrench, reading as follows: 

INVITED TO LUNCH. 
"Having expressed myself in 
reply to questions as opposed to 
the Loeb rule (which outlaws all 
organizations of labor ) in the 
board of education, I would like 
to explain that this was not done 
without some thought and delib- 
eration on my part. 

"Mr. Dudley Taylor, a gentle- 
man I had never previously met, 
asked over the phone for an 
appointment. He told mc he 
represented, as attorney, the 
Illinois Manufacturers' Associa- 
tion, which was greatly interested 
in the Loeb rule and incidentally 
,for Mr. Jacob Loeb, as president. 
I told him I did not have any but 
the most general knowledge of 
the rule. He invited me to meet 
Mr. Loeb and Mr. Kruetgen at 
lunch the following day and I 
agreed. Mr. Loeb was not able to 
be present and Mr. Roth man was 
there instead. I was given a 
courteous explanation of many 
matters regarding the Loeb rule, 
the Teachers' Federation, etc. 
But on the Loeb rule expressed no 
opinion except that I thought any 
rule decreasing the salaries of the 
teachers — he gave me the salaries 
of the teachers — as wrong. Mr. 
Rothman spoke of salaries T paid 
stenographers and said that the 
teachers' salaries in comparison 
were too high for time — 9 to 3:15 
daily and no Saturday work. Mr. 
Rothman gave me the boa?d of 
education's proceedings so that I 
might knd\v what was done on 
the board. 

"I was also informed that the 
. Illinois Manufacturers' Associa- 
tion was a very strong body, had 
very considerable power with the 
city council and that those in 
agreement with it would be 
' assisted, while those against it 
would be fought". 

Business Against Teachers. 
"This letter uncovers something we 
all know", said Aid. Kennedy, after 
reading this better to the city council. 
"But we now have it in black and 
white — that the Illinois Manufactur- 
Association is back of this fight 



Socialists of Toronto, Canada, nomi- 
nated part of a municipal ticket, and 
then the Labor Representation Com- 
mittee, composed of delegates from 
trade unions, endorsed the former and 
nominated some additional candidates. 
The feeling exists that the labor 
forces have a good chance to sweep 
the old town. 



Military drill in the public schools 
is getting some very severe jolts these 
days. The Massachusetts Teachers' 
Association and the Federation of Dis.- 
trict Boards of Education of New 
Jersey have both gone on recortT 
against it. The public schools still 
have a few friends in addition- to the 
Socialists. 



The Socialist vote in the Massachus- 
etts State election was 8,740. They 

„ 4 .heat the Pjotressive party by a 

ways frightened at something or 'margin of Tfl.. 



against the teachers. They want to 
cut down the wages of the teachers 
to that of cheap stenographers. Mr. 
Rothman let the cat out of the bag 
when he talked to Ffrench. 

"Are you going to line up with the 
Illinois Manufacturers' Association, 
or are you going to line up with 
organized labor for 'better working 
conditions and wages?" was the way 
Kennedy put it up to the city council. 

The avalanche having thus T>een 
loosened by the Socialist alderman, 
the non-Socialist alderman rallied to 
the attack on the Manufacturers' 
Association, one alderman indicting 
it as fighting progress in Chicago and 
Illinois at every turn of the road. 

William E. Rodriguez, Socialist 
alderman from the Fifteenth w»rd, 
told of the long and successful fight 
of the Teachers' Federation against 
the interests of special privilege. He 
denounced the effort being made to 
befog the issue by arousing religious 
prejudice. 

Exposes Religious Prejudice. 
"Some people", said Rodriguez, 
"are trying to maintain that the 
teachers' federation is an organization 
of Catholics whose object is to have 
nothing but Catholic teachers in the 
schools. This question of the Catholic 
church has been brought in by the 
same man mentioned in the letter of 
Mr. Ffrench. The statements that 
have been made are not true. ». 

"As an instance the teachers work- 
ed for the passage of a free text book 
bill. A number of Catholic priests 
went to Springfield to fight this bill. 
Nevertheless, the federation re- 
i presentatives fought the effort to 
oppose such a bill". 

Aid. Rodriguez declared that even 
if the new school board upholds the 
Loeb rule, even if it is upheld by the 
courts, the fight against it has just 
begun. The teachers' federation will 
continue their fight to complete 
victory. Each day the fight continues, 
additional slimy methods of the bus- 
iness interests are uncovered, and 
this is largely because there are two 
fighting Socialist aldermen in the 
Chicago city council. 

The executive officials of the British 
Socialist party endorsed the peace 
manifesto issued by an unofficial in- 
ternational conference at Zimmer- 
wald, Switzerland. By referendum 
vote the .Socialists of Switzerland also 
endorsed the "peace proposals. The So- 
cialist p$rty management of Denmark 
Voted against the proposals. 
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Here is all the week's news worth 
while boiled down for workers so busy ) 
Rprhtinft for Socialism they Co not have / 
time to read the daily capitalist papers. ( 

^ ^ _ I 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6. 

King of Greece declares allies cannot 
persuade Greeks to enter war. 

Great Britain declares it will not permit 
Henry Ford, or members of his peace party, 
to land in England. 

Germany buys $100,000,000 worth of copper, 
cotton, wool, lard, wheat and other products 
in this country to restore nation at end of war. 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7. 

St. Louis lands 1916 convention of the 
Democrats which will assemble June 12. 

American oil steamer sunk by submarine in 
Mediterranean. Austrian submarine reported 
to have fired on American nhlp Petrolite in 
Mediterranean. 

Theodore Roosevelt, aided- by Republicans, 
in attack on President Wilson's message to 
congress. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8. 

Reports from Constantinople nay Germany 
is getting ready to send army of 500,000 to 
India. Rutgars in move to crush nllies. 

United Slates demands indemnity for 
American lives lost on Ancona sunk by 
Austrian submarine. 

Henry Ford's peace party on ocean split 
over Remand to force Rasika Schwimmer to 
show she has documents showing some of 
belligerents arc not opposed to peace 
negotiations. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9. 

Hopewell, Va., war boom city nearly burns 
to ground. Twenty thousand homeless while 
Du p ont explosive plant* are saved. 

Peace declarations of Asquith and Beth- 
mann-HolIweg rouse new hope for end of 
war. 

Secretary of War. Garrison, urges com- 
pulsory service declaring it impossible to 
rcrruit voluntary army to more than 50,000 
men. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10. 

Allies' campaign in Serbia seem* to be at 
an end. Ane-lo-French forces reported to be 
retiring on Saloniki, in Greece. 

Kaiser Wilhelm personally recalls Capts. 
Boy-Ed and von Papon, but peril of diplo- 
matic break with Austria still looms big. 

Continued reports from Switzerland tell of 
demonstrations for peace in Germany. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11. 

University cadets .in this country being 
solicited by Canada to join British forces in 
Europe. Claimed violation of neutrality. 

United States to send note of protest to 
France against searching of American 
vessels on high seas. 

Allies retire on Saloniki, Greece, and pre- 
pare to make new drive in Balkans. Henry 
Ford's peace mission does not rouse enthusiasm 
in Holland. 

Yuan Shi-Kai, president of Chinese republic, 
accepts throne offered by council of state. 
Revolution threatens new monarchy. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12. 

United States' note to Australia calls attack 
on steamship Ancona barbarous and wanton 
slaughter of innocents. 

Wall Street doesn't know what to make of 
part of Pres. Wilson's message dealing with 
railroad situation. 



SOCIALISM AND PEAC& 

We find Socialism again raising it- 
self above the bloody tumult in 
Europe as the only great peace 
power. Perhaps the most historic 
scene of the war was that enacted in 
the German Reichstag, Thursday, 
Dec. 9, when the spokesman of the 
German government, Dr. von Beth- 
mann-Hollweg, replied to the inter- 
pellation of Dr. Scheidemann, the 
Socialist representative, which was 
as follows: 

"Is the imperial chancellor ready 
to give information as to the con- 
ditions under which he would be will- 
ing to enter into peace negotiations?" 

In introducing this interpellation 
of the Socialists, reflecting the 
Socialist desire for an immediate 
institution of peace negotiations, 
Scheidemann declared that if the war 
went on any longer the United States 
would be the only power which could 
be called the victor; Europe would 
commit suicide if more blood was 
spilled. The people want peace, he 
added, and surely there must be some 
way out of the terrible business. 

This session of the Reichstag ap- 
peared to American newspapers so 
important that a three column report 
was cabled to this country from Ber- 
lin by the Associated Press, giving 
lengthy extracts of the speeches by 
Scheidemann, Bethmann-Hollweg and 
others. The situation in the German 
Reichstag is repeated in Premier 
Asquith's speech in the British par- 
liament. No definite peace terms were' 
announced by either nation but it is 
felt that a way to end the war is 
gradually taking form. 

We find Karl Liebknecht, fighting 
capitalism and militarism as vig- 



orously as ever, at this session of the 
Reichstag. He is mentioned in con- 
nection with Bethmann - Hollweg's 
statement that, "Thanks to the fore- 
sighted policy of King Ferdinand 
(Bulgaria), a firm bridge has been 
constructed between the indissolubly 
allied kaiser powers, the Balkans and 
the near East. After the conclusion 
of peace this bridge will not resound 
with the tread of marching battalions, 
but will serve for works of peace and 
culture". 

Amid the vigorous applause which 
is reported to have followed this 
remark, Liebknecht interjected, "and 
of the Deutsche Bank", which it is 
said occasioned a great commotion. 
Liebknecht's point was that German 
capitalism would use this bridge over 
the Balkans and the near East to the 
Orient. 

That the Socialists in the German 
Reichstag would offer their inter- 
pellation had been announced in the 
party organ, Vorwaerts. It was 
reported that a more detailed and 
searching inquiry as to the govern- 
ment's attitude respecting peace was 
defeated in a caucus of the Socialist 
Reichstag fraction by a vote of 58 to 
43. It was also reported that Lieb- 
knecht had sent 10 interpellations to 
the Reichstag, of which three were 
censored. It was declared that Lieb- 
knecht wanted to know, "Whether the 
government is prepared to enter im- 
mediately into peace negotiations, 
whether the government will lay be- 
fore the nation the history of the 
entry into Luxemburg and Belgium, 
whether the government will abandon 
secret diplomacy in favor of lasting- 
control by the public, and whether it 
will check economical distress among 
the great masses of the population 
and seriously begin in the course of 
the present session of the Reichstag 
a reorganization of its internal pol- 
icy." 

The German Socialist daily, Vor- 
waerts, is conducting a campaign 
against the strict press censorship, 
which refuses to allow a discussion of 
peace in the newspapers. 

"It is necessary at this time", says 
the Vorwaerts, "to discuss the 
possibilities of peace, because if 
peace comes suddenly a storm may 
arise for which only the diplomats 
and statesmen can be blamed. Public 
opinion will not tolerate peace with- 
out knowledge". 

In the meantime American Social- 
ists find new interest in the anti-war 
and anti-militarism efforts of our 
comrade, Meyer London, in the 
United States congress, where he has 
just taken his seat and entered upon 
his arduous duties. 

In commenting upon the speeches 
in the British parliament and,' M the 
German reichstag, Cong. London said: 

"With Asquith announcing 'his 
willingness to listen to terms of pe^ice, 
provided the other side is the first to 
ask for it; with von Bethmann-Holl- 
weg ready to discuss terms of peace, 
provided the other side initiates 
negotiations, there should be some- 
where a power which is to offer 
negotiations to both sides. 

"The principal belligerents are ex- 
hausted. A strong effort by a great 
neutral power, and the greatest 
agony the world has ever suffered 
will be over". 

London puts it clearly up to Wash- 
ington, since there is no other "great 
neutral power". 
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This Week's Editorial 
From Socialist Press 



Lincoln Phifer's New Book, 

THE DRAMAS OF KANSAS 



A book you will enjoy to the full. 
It deserves a welcome. — New York 
Call. 

The Northeast will have to keep its 
eye on Kansas as well as Indiana 
hereafter. — New York Sun. 

Unusual, interesting, entertaining. 
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 
* Was read by me with very great 
interest and relish. I wish everyone 
would read it and derive the pleasure 
I have therefrom. — Frank P. Walsh. 

It is a unique volume, with flashes 
of a fine mind in all its pages. — Eu- 
gene V. Debs. . 

The book is a delight. — Ryan Wal- 
ker. 



The social dramas of the most rev- 
Dlutionary State in America. Thirty 
of them. Beautifully bound, a 1915 
i>ook, worth $1. Illuminated page for 
presentation inscription, which will be 
made by the author free if request 
ind cqpy accompany the ordttr. . 



THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 
(From The New York Call.) 
ILITARY and naval expendi- 
tures greater by $93,800,000 
in the fiscal year 1916-17 than 
in that of 1915-16; 

Construction within one year of two 
battleships, five cruisers, fifteen de- 
stroyers, thirty submarines, two gun- 
boats and a hospital ship; and a vir- 
tually irrevocable decision to continue 
building on a similar scale for at least 
four more years; 

Addition of 34,000 men to the stand- 
ing army — that is, an immediate in- 
crease of over 30 per cent; 

Creation of a new armed and 
trained reserve force — the so-called 
"continental army" — numbering 133,- 
000 in the first year, 266,000 in the 
second, and so on, up to a full strength 
of 800,000 men— 

This is the modest program which 
President Wilson lays before Con- 
gress. 

Let us give full credit to his frank- 
ness in one respect. He does not, like 
the Hearst papers, on the one hand, 
or like our amiable but over-excited 
friend Russell, on the other, conjure 
up fantastic visions of German forces 
trying to take possession of our At- 
lantic coast or of Japan attempting to 
conquer California. He does not pre- 
tend to see any special reason for en- 
larging our army and navy — that is, 
any reason which did not equally ex- 
ist five or ten years ago. He plainly 
says: 

I have in mind no thought of 
any immediate or particular dan- 
ger arising out of our relations 
with other nations. We are at 
peace with all the nations of the 
world, and there is reason to hope 
that no question in controversy 
will lead to any serious breach of 
amicable relations. 

We have no grounds for fearing 
war. But let us, without any imme- 
diate or particular reason, take a long 
step on the road which the European 
nations have been traveling for forty 
years, and which has brought them 
to their present status. Let us make 
up our minds that we will have the 
strongest navy in the world — well 
knowing that this will stimulate each 
of the other great powers to outbuild 
us. Let us create an army many 
times larger than we ever had be- 
fore in times of peace, well knowing 
that the militarists of other nations 
will find this a good argument against 
any reduction of their own armies. 
That, in effect, is what the President 
says. 

* * * * 

And that is not the whole of Mr. 
Wilson's frankness. 

Most advocates of so-called prepar- 
edness try to obscure the farther vis- 
tas of the road they invite us to fol- 
low. They talk only of : the extra 
million* of money and the -extra thou- 



Extract from President Wilson's 
Message to Congress, Dec. 7th. 

"I, for one, do not doubt the patriotic devotion either of 
our young men or of those who give them employment — those 
for whose benefit and protection they would in fact enlist/'! 

WORKINGMEN, ENLIST, TO KILL AND BE KILLED 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF YOUR EMPLOYERS. 



With Meyer London in Congress 



Face Gravest Problems 

By MEYER LONDON 



PREPARE AGAINST THIS ALLIED FOE 




This is the Foe that we need preparedness against. 



sands of men to be added to our bur- 
dens this year, and wish us not to 
think of the years that are to come. 
Not so the President. He is honest 
enough to say that this vast program 
•—a considerably bigger one than that 
adopted by Germany in 1913, which 
astounded and alarmed the world — is 
nothing but "the first essential step" 
and that it seems to him sufficient for 
the present. 

There is food for thought in those 
words. It is the first step that costs. 
What the administration deems suffi- 
cient for this year will not appear to 
it adequate the year after. Nothing 
is easier than to get started on this 
track. Nothing is harder than to stop. 

Add a round ninety-three millions 
to our preparedness budget this year, 
and twelve months later we must add 
still more millions to that increased 
budget. Bring our regular army up 
from 108,000 to 146,000 now, and very 
soon it will be equally necessary to 
bring it up from 146,000 to 180,000, 
and then to 250,000, and so on, as 
long as we accept the false theory 
that preparation for war is insurance 
against war. 

* # * * 

But, in fact, while the president 
sees no particular danger of war, he 
has a very definite object in view in 
,*his increase of the nation's fighting 
strength. And that object is not of 
defense. 

It is not at Sandy Hook or the 
Golden Gate that our giant navy is 
to be used. It is not to repel Euro- 
pean or Asiatic conqueror that our 
huge army is to be trained. Latin- 
America is — as The Call pointed out 
several weeks ago — the thing for 
which we must be prepared to fight. 

The United States, Mr. Wilson 
tells us, has "set America aside as a 
whole" — that is, the whole of North 
and South America — "for the uses of 
independent nations and political free- 
men." To be sure, we have had the 
Panama incident, which South Amer- 
icans thought hardly consistent with 
the national independence and polit- 
ical freedom of Colombia; we have 
dictated internal policies to the free 
republic of Cuba; we have landed sol- 
diers in Mexico, in Haiti, in Nicara- 
gua; we have bullied Venezuela with 
the threat of armed intervention. This 
is our way of protecting our weaker 
sisters from themselves. 

The whole question of the relations 
between the United States and Latiri- 
America, which is the kernel of Presi- 
dent Wilson's new policies, must be 
discussed at greater length than is 
possible' today. Under all the pretty 
phrases about "spiritual partnership" 
and 'mutual service" lies the hope of 
cornering the* trade of the Western 
Hemisphere for the capitalists of the 
United States. That calls for a care- 
ful analysis. 

* * * * 
Preparation for- war abroad al- 
ways and everywhere involves a 
strengthening of arbitrary power at 
home. The United States is not going 
to be an exception to this rule. We 
have the prospect very clearly hinted 
already. 

The President declares that "the 
gravest threats against our own na- 
tional peace and safety have been ut- 
tered within our own borders." In- 
credible as it would have seemed a 
little while ago, citizens of the United 
States have "poured the venom of 
disloyalty into the very arteries of our 
national life, have sought to bring the 
authority of the government into con- 
tempt, to destroy our industries, to 
debase our politics to the uses of for- 
eign intrigue, have formed plots to 
destroy property, have entered into 
conspiracies against the neutrality of 
the government, have sought to pry 
into its confidential transactions." 
And he concludes: 

The ugly and incredible thing 
has actually come about, and we 
are without adequate federal laws 
to deal with it. I urge you to en- 
act such laws at the earliest, pos- '.. 
sible moment. Such creatures of 
passion, disloyalty and anarchy ( 
must be crushed out. They are 
; not many, but they air infinitely 
malignant, and the ,ha#d of . our 



power should close over them at 
once. It is possible to deal with 
these things very effectually. I 
need not suggest the terms in 
Which they may be dealt with. 
It will be necessary to go back 
about one hundred and sixteen years, 
we believe, to find a parallel to this 
passage in American history. John 
Adams called . for adequate federal 
laws to crush out those who made 
themselves obnoxious by sympathiz- 
ing with France rather than with Eng- 
land. He got them — the Alien and 
Sedition Laws. Does Woodrow Wil- 
son envy his political fate? 

Congress will probably pass the 
sort of laws that the President asks 
for and discretly refrains from defin- 
ing. We shall watch with interest. 
We do not expect that the new leg- 
islation will be so framed as to reach 
men who burn waist makers in New 
York and miners' wives and babies in 
Colorado. These will, perhaps, be con- 
sidered less infinitely malignant, and 
will be left to escape the hand of 
power in future as they have in the 
past. 

* * * * 

We have praised the President 
for his frankness on more than one 
point. But the gem remains to be 
quoted — and this time, we suspect, the 
frankness is careless, rather than in- 
tentional. Discussing the project for 
the continental army, he says: 

It would depend upon the patri- 
otic feeling of the younger men 
of the country whether they re- 
sponded to such a call to service 
or not. It would depend upon 
the patriotic spirit of the employ- 
ers of the country whether they 
made it possible for the younger 
men in their employ to respond 
under favorable conditions or not. 
I, for one, do not doubt the patri- 
otic devotion either of ot>r young 
men or of those who give them 
employment — those for whose 
benefit and protection they would 
in fact enlist. 

That is worth putting in every So- 
cialist's pocket scrapbook for ready 
reference. Whatever else he has said 
or left unsaid, we may be grateful to 
President Wilson for giving the 
weight of his authority to three state- 
ments which Socialists have long been 
making: 

First, that it is the wage-workers 
that have to do the fighting, if there 
is fighting to be done; that what the 
employers contribute is their gracious 
permission for workingmen to leave 
the shop and go to the battlefield; 

Second, that the wage-workers are 
not free agents under the present sys- 
tem; that they cannot do what their 
feelings dictate unless their employ- 
ers "make it possible" for them; and, 

Third, that if wage-workers enlist 
for military service, they do it, not 
for their own benefit, but for the 
benefit of the master class. 



On the second day of the session 
of the sixty-fourth congress I feel 
an irresistible impulse to convey to 
the Comrades in the Socialist move- 
ment my deep gratitude fflr the op- 
portunity to serve as a member of 
the National Legislature at the time 
when the gravest problems that" have 
ever confronted this country will be 
presented for solution. 

Ten years ago we Socialists pre- 
dicted with' confidence that the social 
problem would be paramount in 1920 
and that all parties would be com- 
pelled by pressure of the Socialist 
movement to deal with the labor prob- 
lem as the immediate problem. Our 
expectations and predictions have 
!;een fulfilled to a great extent long 
before 1920. 1 

In spite of all attempts to create, 
new and extraneous issues, this con- 
gress will bo unable to escape the 
need of grappling with the question 
of social legislation. 

While I listened to the President's 
message with great care, I fear I 
was more interested in the beautiful 
language in which the message was 
couched than in its substance. I in- 
tend to discuss the message some time 
in ihe future. 

My first 'impression is that the "na- 
tional preparedness" plan is calcu- 
lated to keep the mind of the country 
<;n remote and improbable difficulties 
so as to divert it from questions call- 
ing for immediate answer. The av- 
erage mind is inclined to leave inter- 
national problems to a group of wise 
men assumed to be endowed with su- 
preme intelligence. An average mind 
is at the same time ready to set aside 
every other question while interna- 
tional problems are offered for discus- 
sion. 

To be preparing against some dis- 
tant possible enemy takes one's mind 
away from enemies whom we have 
here and now. To lay special empha- 
sis upon the existence of a small 
group of criminals and talk about 
their treason as if they were a great 
factor in the life of the country helps 
divert attention from men who have 
always betrayed the best ideals of 
the republic. 

As Socialists, we cannot admit more 
than one allegiance. We have no 
sympathy with those who would util- 
ize opportunities they enjoy here to 
promote the selfish interests of other 
governments or other countries. 

But we would put under the same 
ban those who, in the name of patri- 
otism and in the name of American- 
ism claim that the interests of the 
great masses of American people are 
identical with the interests of their 
exploiters. 

LONDON ON 3 COMMITTEES. 
By LUCIEN SAINT. 

Washington, D. C. — The Socialist 
party will be represented during the 
64th Congress on three important 
committees of the House: — Labor, 
Mines and Mining, and Expenditures 
in the Labor Department 

Thanks to the energy and aggres- 
siveness of Representative Meyer 
London of New York, the sole Social- 
ist in the lower chamber, the interests 
of the working class will be looked 
after and pressed on these commit- 
tees. For a time it appeared as if 
London would be frozen out of any 
committee assignment by a com- 
bination of the old parties, but he has 
succeeded in forcing his way into an 
unusually advantageous position. 

The Labor committee holds hear- 
ings and reports on all the purely 
labor bills — the children's labor bill, 
the convict labor bill, and others. The 
Mines and Mining committee looks 
after legislation affecting the mining 
industry and would consider a bill for 
the socialization of the mines of the 
United States. The\ committee on Ex- 
penditures in the Labor Department 
has to do particularly with "the 
appropriations for immigration. 

The Socialist party, therefore, 
starts with the new Congress in a 
very favorable position, though it 
can not be repeated too often that 
membership on a committee under the 
machine-rule system prevalent in 
Congress gives little power to the 
individual. 
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unobtrusive way by wearing SO- 
CIALIST CUFF LINKS. The em- 
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fully colored. 
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subscribers to The American So- 
cialist at 25 cents each. 
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HOLD MAJORITY RESPONSIBLE. 

Washington, D. C. — Rep. Meyer 
London beeoiries a member of the 
House Committee of Labor by virtue 
of a special amendment to the rules, 
agreed upon by the House, increasing 
the membership of that committee by 
one for his benefit. 

This action was taken after London 
had made it clear that not only the 
million Socialists, but millions of 
other people who are interested in his 
career in Congress, would hold the 
majority responsible for any attempt 
to withhold from him proper recogni- 
tion. 

The attitude taken by Rep. London 
in establishing, from the outset, the 
independent position of the Socialist 
party in this Congress, is made 
evident* by the following letter, which 
he sent to Democratic members of the 
Ways and Means Committee: 
Letter to Democrats. 
In view of the fact that I am 
the only Socialist member of the 
Sixty-fourth Congress, I would 
ask you to aid me in obtaining , 
an assignment to the Committee 
on Immigration and the Com- 
mittee on Labor. 

I have devoted almost my 
entire life to the promotion of 
the interests of labor and of the 
immigrant. The Twelfth New 
York district is intensely interest- 
ed in the immigration problem. 
As a Socialist, all questions 
affecting labor are of the deepest 
concern to me and to the party 
, which I represent. 

If assigned to these two com- 
mittees I will be able to continue # 
in Congress the work I have un- 
til now been doing outside of 
. Congress. In all fairness I should 
not be denied that opportunity. 
The million Socialists who be- 
• cause of the absence of prp- 

Eortional representation will 
ave only one representative, 
instead of thirty-one, in this 



Congress, should have a spokes- 
man in the two important com- 
mittees I have mentioned. 

Anticipating the pleasure of 
meeting you, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Meyer London. 
Twelfth New York. District. 

Did Not Plead. 
This letter was followed by personal 
interviews with various members of 
the Democratic majority, in which 
the Socialist Congressman pointed 
out that he did not plead, he simply 
stated his position, with a full under- 
standing of his rights and . his 
opportunity to defend them. 

Several of the Democrats im- 
mediately agreed to help him. They 
agreed that his demands were fair, 
and they acknowledged that to leave 
the Socialist member to be allotted 
committee places by Republican 
Leader Mann would be reasonable 
ground for a protest. The majority 
leader, Rep. Kitchin, promised to do 
his utmost to get the Democratic 
caucus to protect the independence of 
the Socialist member. 

As a result, Rep. London, alone in 
the House as a Socialist, is now a 
member of the Committee on Labor, 
the Committee on Mines and Mining, 
and the Committee on Expenditures 
i:i the Department of Labor. 

On all sides the Congressman was; 
met with assurances of friendship 
and co-operation in matters not affect- 
ing party policy. Democrats, Repu- 
blicans and Progressives have shown 
more than the ordinary courtesies to 
the new member. A number of mem- 
bers have told him that Socialist 
friends in distant parts of the coun- 
try have urged them to help him. 
Fight To Liberalize Rules. 
The only contest in the house 
on the opening day, except the 
formal one over the Speakership, 
in which London voted "present", 
was one dealing with a revision 
of the house rules.- Under the 
present regime the House is 
practically dominated in its action by 
the will of the Rules committee, 
subject to special instruction from 
the Democratic caucus. An attempt 
was made to change this system. 
Republican Leader Mann sought to 
take political advantage of the 
promised revolt by proposing that the 
rules be revised by a special com- 
mittee, which should report January 
17. Rep. London and a number of the 
radical Democrats voted with the 
Republicans and Progressives in favor 
of such a revision. They were defeat- 
ed, 209 to 195. The fight to liberalize 
the rules and democratize the mach- 
inery of the House will be resumed 
later. 

At the headquarters of the Socialist 
party of the District of Columbia, 
Rep. London was welcomed by a gath- 
ering of comrades, and made a brjef 
speech on the "preparedness" agita- 
tion. He said that there are four main 
causes of the war hysteria that has 
seized upon the American people. 
Beside the munitions manufacturers, 
who have promoted this propaganda 
he sees the imperialists, the chauvin- 
ists and those who are convinced that 
out of the European war will emerge 
one great victorious power which will 
menace the integrity of this country. 

The imperialists he described as 
the representatives of those large 
financial interests which insist that 
America must enter upon a career of 
expansion, and who forced the gov- 
ernment to take the first step in this 
direction when it acquired the Phil- 
ippines. The chauvinists, he declared, 
had been scared by the sudden 
recognition that there are in this 
country men of dual allegiance. 
Compares Murder and Warfare. 

"To the imperialists", he said, "we 
must hold up their own pledges con- 
tained in the platforms of the Demo- 
cratic and Republican parties to 
emancipate the Filipinos. "To the 
frightened element we must make 
clear that there is no case in history 
where a highly developed industrial 
nation, accustomed to democratic 
institutions, has been subjugated by 
another power." 

Congressman London draws this 
parallel between an individual who 
commits murder and a nation which 
enters upon aggressive warfare: 

"The criminal lawyer knows", says 
London, that very often the man 
who commits murder does so because 
he is thoroly scared, because he be- 
lieves he is menaced. When a nation 
has been thoroly scared, as a large 
part of this nation is today, one can- 
not tell what it will do." 



In the special Parliamentary 

election to fill the seat made vacant 
by the death of J. Keir Hardie, held 
in the district Merthyr-Tydvil a great 
surprise came to the peace advocates. 
Winstone, the regular candidate of 
the Labor party, was defeated by 
Stanton, a labor man who ran 
independently on a platform favoring 
conscription. The former received 
6,080 votes, the latter 10,286. It is 
only fair to state that Stanton split 
the labor vote and was supported by 
Tories and Liberals. Such a combina- 
tion was pretty hard to beat. 



THE 

Evolution of Banking 

BY ROBERT H. HOWE 

Do you know that "money" 
and "currency" are not syn- 
onymous terms? 

Have you been looking for 
a book explaining the influ- 
ence of financial matters on 
your life? 

THE EVOLUTION OF 
BANKING was written by a 
Socialist, and explains the 
money system, banks, credits, 
etc., from the Socialist view- 
point. 

Cloth, 200 pages, including 
eight pictures, 

Price 50 cents, prepaid. 

SOCIALIST PARTY, 

803 West Madison St., Chicago 



IF YOU* 

READ NEWSPAPERS 

THEN YOU MUST 

Read Fakes in Journalism 

By Max Sherover 
THIS BOOK SHOWS HOW 

NEWSPAPERS LIE 

AND 

FAKE and DISTORT 

THE NEWS YOU READ. 

Fakes in Journalism 

CONTAINS 96 PAGES 
of sizzling hot facts that will be a 
revelation to you. 

This book has, gone thru two edi- 
tions with a circulation approxi- 
mating 50,000. It is written in a 
simple breezy style and is illus- 
trated. 

Price, per copy, 25c, postpaid. 
3 copies, 50 c, postpaid. 
8 copies, $1.00, postpaid. 
Send orders to 

Socialist Party 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



The trade unionists, Socialists and 
organized farmers of Denmark wili 
hold a special congress soon to 
determine what position the country 
should take regarding the war and 
peace. The workers of Denmark are 
better organized, proportionately, 
than those of any other country in 
Europe, The Socialist party is also 
the largest political fraction in Den- 
mark, ft co-operates With" the Radical 
party in' war matters and some 
others, the latter party being in 
control of the Ministry. The Danish 
workers are opposed to intervention 
and may bring pressure to force 
peace moves. 

A relief committee in Liverpool 

composed of working people, who or- 
ganized for the purpose of^ raising 
funds to assist the thousands of po- 
litical prisoners banished to Siberia 
by the Russian government, has been 
suppressed and the secretary of the 
organization has been arrested. The 
labor people of Liverpool are de- 
nouncing the act and demand to know 
since when it has become a crime to 
aid the victims of the Czar. 



I 



I Will 
Help? v 
You 

Get Ahead 



Rise up! Get ahead! Be somebody. You can do it 
and I will help you. Make your mark in the world. 
Get a start. Success is for you th« same as for any other 
man— If you know the way. I have helped thousand* of 

Soung men to success. I will help you. I will show you 
ow Judge Gary, Pres. of the U. 8. Steel Corporation 
forged ahead; how Woodrow Wilson was enabled to climb 
to the President's chair. 

LAW IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY 

Legal training- is the very foundation of success. Every- 
where the legally trained man wins the big position and 
the big reward. Know the Law and your chances of 
advancement are unlimited. Pass it up and you're tied 
to a "job" for life. Now'* your ehance to makejth* 
start — today. 

I, Personally, Offer You lijy*M3"S 
This Legal Training - ^S%A 

training possible for every man who writes me. I will bring 



uuuy can unucrDvaiiu wiiiimimm, **>ai> uwit. won m i ^ 

Lecture methods of instruction, same as big Universities. 
In spare time you can quickly master every point. Strilca 
out for better things today. This is a strictly limited, 
special offer, so write today for full particulars anri out 
164 page book "How to Learn Law." It's FREE. 
J. E. Marfcua, Pres. AMERICAN CORRESPONDENCE 
SCHOOL OF LAW, 29S9 Manhattan Bid*., OH ICAOO 



SPECIAL TO AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READERS 

The war has played havoc with the book publishing business. 
The publishers need money and I have agreed to take a carload of 
books off their hands. Money talks ! By pay Luc spotcash In advance 
I have obtained standard works at less than aotuM-cost of produc- 
tion. Here Is a fair sample— 

COL. ROBT. 0. INGERSOLL'S 

FORTY-FOUR LECTURES 

COMPLETE— CLOTH BOUND 

A standard volume, worth t2.R0. which I. offer to Amorloan 
9oclallBt readers for only 01. OO, postage prepaid by me. Just 
think of Itl 420 pages, each 0x9. larce tvpe. cloth bound, aluminum 
Staraped.wlthportraitof author, FPi? ONLY 01 .OO RRBPAID. 

Col. Ingersoll's work in the lecture field will last tor alt time. 
Though we may differ with him In hts doctrines, all will admit the 
brilliancy of his great mind, and are spell bound with the beauty of 
his word pictures. He was one of the world's greatest orators, and 
this great book will live forever. A SFUNOID CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 

CLOTH BINDING, ALUMINUM STAMPED, 420 PP. 6 X 9 




NEW EDITION! NEWTYPE! NEW PLATES! 

A fine, cloth-bound volume: a valuable addi- 
tion to any library : never offered before for 
less than 18.6*. Here's your chance to get this 

Jreat work at publishers cost of production, 
ast dtp the coupon and send It with 11.00. 

Addms Wi SCOTT, 
«-tO South OoMfcrorn St. . jO t»lo*ao 



COUPON 

W, SCOTT, 

a- f O mo. Omarhorn Ut., Chicago ill. 

Enclosed And 11.00 for which send me Kobt. Q. Ingao 
soil's U Complete Lectures, prepaid. 



Name. 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 
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Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



EXECUTIVE DEPT. 



WALTER LANFERSIEK. 



Secretary 



National Executive Committee: 
JAMES H. MAURER. 1355 N. 11th St.. 

Reading, Pa. 
ADOLPH GERMER. Mount Olive. 111. 
GEORGE H. GOEBEL. li Bridge St.. New- 
ark, N. J. 

EMIL SEIDEL, 1154 Twentieth St.. MU- 

waukee. Wise. 
ARTHUR^Le SUEUR. Fort Scott. Kans. 

Address all communications to The So- 
cialist Party. 803 West Madison St., Chi- 
cago. Address all mail to departments 
and not to individuals. Make remittances 
payable to the Socialist Party. 

Matter for publication in the official 
columns of The American Socialist most 
be on file in the National Office by tna 
Monday preceding the date of issue. 



OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
Proposed National Itefercndums. 

By Local Oswego, Kans. 
WHEREAS : it is necessary for the National 
ocialist Party to have a National Office and 
ome, and believing that said office should 
e centrally located, and away from large 
ities, remote from high taxes and moral 

That' Socialist party People's College is 
Kilted in Fort Scott, Kansas, which can 
tadily have added to it industrial training. 

That said city is centrally located, with 
\nds cheap and railway facilities excellent, 
atural advantages the best, and expense will 
* light, and believing that it will be adv- 
antageous to the party, the school, students 
•;ho may attend same and to the National 
Mfice that said office be located at Fort 
Scott. Kansas, 

We, the Oswego, Kansas, local of 6 members 
nove a referendum to locate the National 
Hfice at Ft. Scott, Kansas. 

Six members in good standing. Published 
or seconds, Dec. 18, 1915. 



By Br. 1, Local La Crosse, Wis. 

"RESOLVED. That Section 6, Article 11, 
National Constitution of the Socialist Party, 
hould be annulled: ami that we hereby sub- 
nit this for seconds to the end that the 
;ubject may be brought before the party 
pembership by referendum." 

11 members in good standing. Published 
'or seconds, Dec. 19, 1915. 

By Local Battle Creek, Mich. 

That, the National Executive Committee also 
•onstjtute the National Campaign Committee. 

Also: That the Information Department be 
retained under the direction of the Executive 
Secretary. 

25 members in good standing. Published for 
seconds, Dec. 11, 1915. 

REFERENDUM "A", 1916. 

"That the Socialist Labor Party of the 
United States be invited to elect a committee 
composed of five members to meet in a joint 
conference with a committee of five members 
to be elected by the National Committee of 
the Socialist Party. 

"Said joint committee shall meet within two 
months from the time of their election, and 
work out a basis and agreement that provides 
for the amalatsmation of the Socialist Party 
and the Socialist Labor Party into one 
organization. 

"Such agreement to be submitted to the two 
National Organizations not later than June 
1st. 1916 and then immediately by said 
National Organizations bn submitted to_ a 
referendum voto in the respective organiza- 
tions for ratification or rejection." 

Proposed by Scandinavian Branch No. 4, 
Rockford, 111. 160 members in good standing. 

SECONDS: Scandinavian Branches: Chica- 
go. No. 31, 111., :s0; Karl Mavx, Chicago, 111., 
1)0 : Soc. Kiomdefovening, Chicago, II.l, 13 ; 
Sioux City. la.. 18: Pittsburgh, Pa., 10: 
Kenosha. Wis., 50: Englewood, 111., 16: Cleve- 
land, O., 27: Providence, R. 1., 30: Des 
Moines, la., 35 ; Hibbinsr, Minn., 15 : Muskegon, 
Mich., 14 ; West Concord, N. H., 41 : Virginia, 
Minn., 14: Quiticy, Mass., 10; No. 1, Chicago, 
ill., 15. South Slavic Branches: Glencoe, O., 
21 ; Nokomis, 111., 28 : Breezy Hill Sta.. Kans., 
lit*: No. 9, Milwaukee, Wis.. 56: No. 3, No. 
Side, Pittsburgh, Pa., 100; Racine, Wis., 10; 
Social. Club, Detroit, Mich., 165: West Allis, 
Wis.. 25; Lanaford, Pa., 20; Ft. Smith, Ark., 
BR ; No. I, Chicago, 111., 23 ; Cambria. Wyo., 
21 : Covona, Kans.. 9 : Clinton, lnd., 82 ; 
PiLtahurjc JKans,. 1,5 ; Barberton,, O., 22 ; Zeig- 
ler. I1U. 34 ; Yorkville, O.. 1 : Chisholm. Minn., 
14: Willock, Pa., 5: McKees Rocks, Pa.. 16; 
Staunton. 111.. 15; No. 20, Chicago, Til., 36: 
La Salle, 111., 17: Virden. 111.. 8: Conemauprh, 
Pa.. 15; No. 14, St. Louis, Mo.,- 24; Spring- 
field, III- 43; Reading. Pa.. 11; Hunting- 
ton. Ark., 11 : Kenosha, Wis., 21 ; Am- 
bridge. Pa., 35 : E. Pittsburgh, Pa.. 35 ; 
Primrose, Pa., 6 ; Browndale, Pa., 3 : No. 6, 
Chicago. 111., 114: Neff, O., 14: Ellsworth, 
Pa.. 22 : Pueblo, Colo., 16. Finnish Branches : 
Chisholm, Minn., 45 : Portland. Ore.. 101 : San 
Pvancisco, Calif., 112 : Marxian Club, Detroit, 
Mich., 137 ; Bronx, N. Y., 125 ; Aurora, Minn., 
85; Troy, N. H. (members not i;iv»n). 
Knglish Locals: Enid, Okla., 36; Ann Arbor, 
Mich., 14: Omega, Fla.. 17; Canton, 111., 
(members . not given): Fargo, N. D»\k., 33; 
Cordelia. N. Dak.. 20: Hamilton, O., 10; 
Soutbwark, Pa., 40; Chisholm, Minn., 24; 
Anti-War, Wash., 17 ; Funcie, lnd., (members 
net given); Fayette, Ida., 11; Roanojae, Va., 
33; Boston. Mass.. 738: Lykens, Pa., 20; Oak- 
land. Calif., 24; Franklin, N. H., 25; Bay 
City. Mich., 21; New Britain, Conn., 28; 
Silverton, Ore., (members not given) ; Liver- 
more. Ky., 12 ; Lake View, No. 9. Chicago, 
ill., (members not given) ; Tacoma. No. 4, 
Wash.. 22: View, (state not given), 10; 21st 
«• 27th Wds. Br.. Pittsburgh. Pa., 60; 
Winchester, Ida., 7 ; No. 3, Paterson, N. J., 
76 ; No. 19, Jamestown, N. Y., 22 ; Hoquiam, 
Wash., 14 ; Warren, Pa., 15 : Jamestown, N. 
Y., 45; Washington, Pa., 46; Everett, No. 1, 
Wash., 74: Rock Island, 111., 50: Los Antreles, 
No. 2, Calif.. 22; La Crosse, Wi3., 41; Poca- 
tello. Ida.. 25: No. Yakima, Wash., 41; 
Cataldo, Ida., 7 : Crystal City, Mo., 8. Jewish 
Branches : Meriden, Conn., 29 ; Denver, Colo., 
18; Detroit, Mich., 80. Slovak Branches: 
Philadelphia. Pa., S5 ; Salem, Ore., 21; Little 
Falls, N. Y., 20 ; Bohemian-Slovak, Bing- 
hampton, N. Y„ 23: Cleveland. O., 48; No. 
45. Chicago, 111., 17; Polish Woman9, Br., Chi- 
cago, 14 ; Polish, 16th Ward., Chicago, 111., 38 : 
Lettish, No. 1, Boston, Mass., 472; Lettish, 
Minneaolis, Minn., 64. TOTAL MEMBER- 
SHIP REPRESENTED BY SECONDS, 4,459. 
SECONDS REQUIRED, 4,459. 

Having received* the required seconds, t he 
above motion will be sent out to a vote as 
soon as the ballots can be printed and (hipped 
to the ntate secretaries. 



Ark.; No. 110, Staunton, HI. ; No. 80. Chi- 
cago, 111. ; No. 9, La Salle. 111. : No. 60, Virdeh, 
III.; No. 156, Reading, Pa.; No. 1, Chicago, 
111.; No. 108, Cambria, Wyo. 

By Tacoma, No. 1. Wash.: (Proposing an 
'anti-war program. First published, Oct. 30, 
1915.) Seconded by: Cloquet, Minn.; Finnish, 
Springfield, Mass.; Finnish, Ludlow, Vt. 
By Des Moines, la.: (Proposing a National 
Convention of 100 members. First published, 
Oct. 30, 1916.) Seconded by: Finnish branches 
of 8pringfield and Maynard, Mass. 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 

Dec. 6, 1916. 

To the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades: I submit to you herewith 
for vote of your committee, the following: 
National Committee Motion No. 33. 
By Streiff of Oregon. 

"That the National Executive Committee 
und the National Secretary be instructed to 
route Comrade Alexandra Kollantay, of Ber- 
lin, Germany, thruout the United States as a 
National speaker of the Socialist party of 
America, and that Comrade Kollantay be paid 
the regular wage which is now being paid 
upeakjsra under contract with the Lyceum 
Department, and that upon the adoption of 
this motion, the Executive Secretary im- 
mediately make arrangements with Comrade 
Kollantay, to fulfill the purposes specified in 
this motion." 

Seconded by: Boudin of New York, Wilkins 
of Ohio, Reid of Rhode Island, Beardsley of 
Connecticut, Finke of Arkansas, Kintzer of 
W. Virginia, Richman of Dist. of Columbia. 

Vote closes Dec. 27, 1916. Ballot inclosed. 
National Committee Motion No. 34. 
By Stark of Kentucky. 

"That the National Committee go on record 
as being opposed to "Preparedness" and the 
plans to increase the army and navy, and that 
we call upon all the locals of the U nite( l 
States to join in one mighty protest by calling 
upon all labor, fraternal, suffragist and 
religious societies to hold protest meetings and 
send resolutions to the President ..of the 
United States, Congress and the press, and 
that we open the campaign of 1916 with joint 
meeting* on the same date, with this protest." 

Seconded by; Wilkins of Ohio, Maurer of 
Pennsylvania, Finke of Arkansas, Williams of 
California, Irish of Maine. 

Vote closes Dec. 27, 1915. Ballot inclosed. 
REPORT ON NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
MOTION NO. 30. 

"That the Executive Secretary submit for a 
referendum of the membership the following 
alternative propositions, the constitution to be 
suspended for 1916 in accordance with the- 
decision of "this referendum: (1) For a regular 
National Convention of 300 delegates: (2) For 
a smaller National Convention of 100 dele- 
gates ; (3) For NO National Convention, but 
for a National Committee meeting of about 
CO delegates; (4) For neither National Con- 
vention nor Committee meeting. (Vote for one 
only)." 

VOTING YES: Robertson, Williams, Grifl 
fiths, Des Rocher, Wilk, Clark, Stedman, Irish, 
Neistadt, Keracher, Latimer, Canright. Bou- 
din, Strebel, Tiller, LeSueur, Wilkins, Ruthen- 
berg, Hamilton, Sinclair, Allen, Katterfeld, 
Sadler, Kintzer. 
,Total Voting Yes, 24. 

VOTIN* NO: Kirkpatrick, Rodriguez. Watt- 
les, Garver, Demarest, Hillquit, Streiff, Bell. 
Total Voting No, 8. 

Slayton voted Yes on proposition No. 8. 

Leeland voted Yes on proposition No. 4. 

NOT VOTING: Connolly. Finke, Beardsley, 
Norton, Johnston, McCrillis, Brewer, Stark, 
Jones, Nuorteva, Roewer, Rissanen, Raymond, 
Duncan, Whaley, Nichols, Goebel, Metcalf, 
Lunn, Holt, Maurer, Reid, Revelise, Terlisner, 
Ambler, Suitor, Burgess, Berger, Seidel, 
Gilleard. 

Total Not Voting, 30. 

Motion Carried. 

REPORT ON NATIONAL • COMMITTEE 
MOTION NO. 31. 

"That the author of "An Organization 
Plan", printed in The American Socialist of 
October 23, be requested to communicate to 
the National Committee thru the National 
Office any suggestions that will facilitate the 
compilation of information on the subject, 
enlighten the National Committee on the 
practicability of the plan, or enable him to 
continue his Investigations along the lines 
mentioned." _ ._. , 

Voting YES: Finke, Williams, Griffiths, 
Beardsley, Norton, Des Rocher. Wilk, Clark, 
Rodrigtiez, Stedman, McCrillis, Irish, Neistadt. 
Latimer, Duncan, Canright, Goebel, Metcalf, 
Hillquit, Tiller, LeSueur, Wilkins. Ruthen- 
berg, Hamilton, Sinclair, Streiff, Allen, Slay- 
ton, Leeland, Bell, Burgess, Sadler, Kintzer, 
Gilleard. 

Total Voting Yes: 34. 

VOTING. NO: Kirkpatrick, Watttes, Bou- 
din. Strebel '. 

Total Voting No: 4. 

NOT VOTING: Connolly, Robertson, John- 
ston, Brewer, Stark, Jones, Nuorteva, Roewer, 
Keracher, Rissanen, Raymond, Garver, Wha- 
ley, Nichals, Demarest, Lunn, Holt, Maurer, 
Reid, Revelise, Terlisner, Ambler, Suitor, Kat- 
terfeld, Berger, Seidel. 

Total Not Voting, 26. 

Motion Carried. 

Comment on Motion No. SI. 

SADLER: "Believing the motion to have 
been made in all sincerity and with a desire 
to promote added interest in party affairs and 
aid the growth of the party to the end that 
the working class may find this organization 
a means to their emancipation. 

"This does not signify my endorsement of 
the whole plan, but I realize the necessity of 
encouragement of ideas for organization 
purposes. Therefore, I vote "YES". 

BEARDSLEY: "Think that this proposition 
is an excellent one and that it should be 
followed out in letter and spirit if adopted. 
We need all the information that can possibly 
be secured on methods of organization. More 
attention MUST be paid to the 'question of 
organization in the future so that our move- 
ment may be built up and strengthened at 
every point." 



Financial Report for November 



FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MONTH OF 
NOVEMBER, 1915. 

RECEIPTS. 
NATIONAL^ DUES. 

' November 

Sept. Oct. Reg. Dual 

Alabama $ 10.00 ...... 

Arizona $ 1*6.66 $' lV.66 12.66 $ 1.66 

Arkansas 22.06 10,55 15.00 5.00 

California 144.90 182.45 65.90 16.85 

Colorado 25.55 18.00 29.50 9.00 

Connecticut 44.76 • 38.95 82.45 .06 

Delaware 11.00 2.00 

Dist. of Col. 5.00 10.00 7.00 - .50 

Florida 28.00 10.00 5.00 

Georgia 6.25 2.50 5.00 

Idaho 18.50 35.00 29.90 11.00 

Illinois 294.10 279.25 286.20 25.15 

Indiana 60.75 77.85 77.05 7.30 

Iowa 36.85 48.75 65.95 2.50 

Kansas 67.05 54.65 49.95 6.00 

Kentucky 15.00 10.00 

Louisiana 17.00 22.00 10.00 2.00 

Maine 17.15 21.95 28.20 2.00 

Maryland 32.00 10.95. 6.70 1.00 

Massachusetts 215.60 221.06 188.40 18.06 

Michigan 57.40 129.80 96.90 13.80 

Minnesota 135.20 161.70 120.80 23.06 

Mississippi 2.50 5.00 

Missouri 36.20 28.90 64^60 " ".i6 

Montana 60.90 11.65 26.10' 6.90 

Nebraska 19.50 20.36 20.75 6.0Q 

Nevada .28.00 2.60 2.60 

NewHmpshre 29.35 25.70 11.40 3.26 

New Jersey 118.50 118.05 184.10 1.00 

New Mexico 16.00 5.00 .. 

New York 443.15 448.1* 543.25 16.00 

N. Carolina 

N. Dakota .40 30.00 58.66 "5.66 

Ohio 223.35 213.50 190.95 2.90 

Oklahoma 54.75 35(\00 350.90 150.10 

Oregon 28.80 50.75 26.50 2.25 

Pennsylvania 330.00 286.10 221.20 30.30 

Rhode Island 28.26 18.15 20.95 

So. Carolina 10.66 

So. Dakota 15.50 7J50 lWOO. 

Tennessee 10.00 10.00 4.00 1.00 

Texas 105.00 122.0* 50.00 2.50 

Utah 11.60 6.60 10.00 

Vermont 17.40 4.85 3.60 4.50 

Virginia 12.35 1.50 12.10 2.15 

Washington 60,15 174.10 92.70 23.25 

W. Virsrihia 6.50 31.65 25.50 2.50 

Wisconsin 156.90 180.70 151.40 7.50 

Wyoming 12.55 85.00 J5.C5 2.50 

French Fed 

Russian Fed. . 5.00 ' 6.00 5.00 

Lettish Fed 

Ukr'ian Fed. 15.00 3.00 

Porto Rico 4.80 6.30 11.35 

Members at 

large .25 



145.26 
146.00 
19.84 



Literature Department 

Executive Department 

Young People's Department 



$4,289.00 

REVENUE ACCOUNTS. 

Monthly Campaign Stamps $ 3.71 

American Socialist Advertising 102.63 

American Socialist Subscriptions.... 539.72 

National Dues 3,767.25 

Supplies for Locals (Sales) 138.76 

Literature (Sales) 1,178.38 

Young People's Literature (Sales) .. 23.70 

Organization Fund 48.90 

Young Peoples Dues 37.90 

Party Contributions 90.00 

Bundle Orders of American Socialist 282.23 

Young People's Supplies (Sales) 26.86 

Hate Service , 3.00 




$3,059.20 $8568.90 $8,347.30 $ 4.19.95 
$3,347.30 



Total for dues .' $3,767.26 

Literature 307.83 

Supplies and Jewelry 93.90 

American Socialist Subscriptions... 601.12 

Outstanding. Accounts 2,221.29 

Monthly Campaign Stamps 3.71 

Joung Peoples Supplies 21.85 

Headquarters -Fund 18.85 

Organization Fund 48.9.0 

Party Contributions 29.00 

Bundle Orders for Amer, Soc 278.98 

Foreman Bros. Banking Co. (Loan) 1,500.00 

Garment Strikers 26. 06 

Polish War Victims 100.00 

Zimmerwald Conference 10.00 

American Soc. Advertising 62.53 

Miscellaneous 220.45 

Young People's Dues. 

California $2.00 

Illinois 2.60 

I Indiana 2.10 

i Kentucky 1.00 

Massachusetts 9.40 

Michigan 2.00 

Minnesota 2.00 

Missouri 1.00 

Mew Jersey 6.00 

Ohio 3.20 

Pennsylvania 5.00 

Virginia 1.00 

Washington 60 37.90 



$6,181.93 

ASSETS. 

Organization Fund (Unexpended) .. .$ 609.00 

Headquarters Fund 962.28 

National Office Bank Balance 818.55 

Petty Cash Fund BO.OO 

Outstanding Accounts 3,256.60 

Library 926.42 

Furniture and Fixtures 6,309.20 

Postage on Hand 65.76 

■Unexpired Insurance 50.00 

Universal Tracing & Supply Co 45.00 

Socialist and Labor Star 100.00 

Social Democrat Publishing Co 147.84 

Milwaukee Leader 10.75 

Jewish Labor World 11.38 

County Office Socialist Party 33.10 

Oecar Ameringer 6.92 

The RanoKgchool 122.66 

Cuts and Electros 445.63 

Literature (Inventory) 8,516.11 

Supplies (Inventory) 2,364.08 

Plates 796.14 

General Office Supplies 183.50 

Literature Department Supplies 207.12 

American Soc. Dept. Supplies 303.52 

$26,341.58 

LIABILITIES. 
Committeemen and Lecturers. 

Kate Richard O'Hare $ 64.10 

Adolph Germer 14.08 

Morris Hillquit 150.00 

Wm. F. Barnard 8.82 

C. B. Hoffman 50.00 

Luella Twining 106.00 



Appropriations. 

Pennsylvania 22nd C. D 

North Dakota 3rd C. D 

State Comm. of New Jersey. . 
State Comm. of Pennsylvania.. 
State Comm. of Alabama.. 



$ 377.00 

.$ 100.00 
54.50 
50.00 

. 125.02 
15.00 



RULES FOR THIS DEPARTMENT. 

The National Committee of the Socialist 
Party in providing for an Open Forum 
In The American Socialist ruled that: 

"Recommendation No. 6. — An open forum 
to contain communications from party 
members or organizations on disputed 
points of party policy, views and tactics. 
No personal attacks or abuse or intemper- 
ate language shall be allowed. No commu- 
nication in the Open Forum shall exceed 
500 words." 

Contributors to this department will fa- 
cilitate matters considerably by carefully 
observing this rule. 



bearer of a party to whom many look 
for guidance - at this turning point 
would be regarded as a huge joke and 
even likely cause serious disruption 
within the party. It would practically 
amount to a repetition of the trials 
and hardships, enstrangements and 
accusations the parties of the old 
country are going thru now. — FRED 
W. KLEMPT, Fort Stanton, New 
Mexico. 



...$115, 
... 105, 
• ♦ 84. 

... 112, 
57, 



Total Receipt* 

Bank Balance Nov. 1 



EXPENDITURES. 

General Postage 

General Expense 

To' Creditors 

Foreman Bros. Bankink Co. . . 

Miscellaneous Subs 

Garment Strikers 

Polish War Victims 

Wages. 

Walter Laufersiek 

Bertha H. Brown 

Daisy F. Carr 

Carl D. Thompson 

Florence M. Thompson . . 

Eleanor Spaeth <l 

Wm. Kruse 72 

Anna Campbell 57, 

Sophie Olson 58, 

Frances Wiman 48 

J. L. Enordahl 112, 

Annie Hertl 40 

A. M. Tufty 48 

Extra Help 16 

Translator Secretaries. 

J. F. Maki 

Frank Petrich 

Raman Mar.urkiewicz 

Jos. Novak 

N. J. Christensen 

A. Loewy 

I. B. Bailin 

John La Duca 

A. Dreifuss 

Paul Bruchtel 68 

Jos. V. Stilson 76 



.$9,248156 
. 1.215.73 



$10,464.29 



253.73 
38.01 
1,777.16 
1,000.00 
54.ir> 
25.00 
100.00 



$ 344.52 

« Sundry (Creditors. 

West Virginia Free Speech $ ' 96.90 

Notes Payable 1,900.00 

•Fund for Russian Political Prisoners 20.00 

Zimmerwald Conference 10.00 

Barton Hobart Paper Co 224.38 

European War Relief Fund 34.50 

Scott, Foresman & Co 1.99 

Servian and Bulgarian Fund .75 

Outstanding Credits 293.34 

Chas. H. Kerr & Co 17.22 

The National Rip Saw 167.04 

A. B. Dick & Co 89.50 

B. W. Huebsch 9.87 

Jas. H. O'Neil Co. 72.00 

Standard Photo Engraving Co 68.77 

Horder's Stationary Stores 9.08 

J. W. Butler Paper Co 13.76 

Rapid Addressing Machine Co 25.25 

Golden Rule Cutlery Co 3.00 

I Empire Novelty Co 41.52 

Lynch & RVauby 45.00 

Ernest Reckett & Oo 165.00 

I John M. Work 94.55 

Carl D. Thompson 1.74 

Postal Tel. Cable Co 7.55 

The Socialist Literature Co 26.15 

Nelson Eismann Quist Co 1.80 

Slaters Fireoroof Storage 30.50 

W. E. McDermut 107.20 

Foreman Bros. Banking Co 1,500.00 

Schenectady Citizen 8.63 

Bastian Bros 285.42 

Daniel Hoan 78.17 

Fund for Strikers' Children 47.23 

A. M. Simons 80.87 

International Printing Cp. 15.13 

$5,533.81 



RUSSELL AND PREPARED- 
NESS. — Reports of. nomination 
returns show Charles Edward Russell 
in the lead as Nominee of the 
Socialist Party for President. After 
his Philadelphia speech, which 
identifies him as one of the most 
rabid of jingoes, his acceptance 
is, of course, unthinkable, even if 
there is no move made to expel him 
from the party. On the question of 
preparedness, Socialists must now 
take a stand. We Socialists know that 
the present armament craze is 
probably going to carry, but this 
should constitute no reason for us to 
advocate it. Socialism, eyen if it has 
no plank in its platform regarding 
armament, means to me an unquali- 
fied opposition to it, to distinguish it 
from the old parties, who advocate it. 
If we are to make any progress 
toward disarmament and universal 
peace at all, someone has to lead and 
the S. P. should be the nucleus of 
those who have advanced ideas on the 
subject of legalized and wholesale 
murder. I believe that the great 
majority of the Socialists believe in 
peace at any price as they are work- 
ing men who have little or no proper- 
ty to lose, except their lives, even in 
case of an invasion, which invasion is 
certainly some Bugaboo. Consider the 
westcoast with its rockbound coast- 
line, where there are only a few easi- 
ly defended harbors, which defense 
could be accomplished by mines and 
submarines only. That would leave 
the whole fleet to defend the east- 
coast, which defense I won't mention 
in view of the fact, that, as a sailor, 
I know just how many ships it would 
take to transport even a small army 
and its belongings across several 
thousand miles of water; and this in 
the age of the wireless and the sub- 
marine. This if anybody, Russell 
ought to know, before he advocates 
anything that is liable to cost a 
fellowman's life. He does the "ad- 
vocating", we do the fighting. As 
there are hundreds of thousands of 
people outside the Socialist party, 
who stand for disarmament, the in- 
dorsement of a jingo as the banner- 



sell be no longer considered a Candi- 
date for President. 

Resolved, further, that a copy of 
these Resolutions be published in The 
American Socialist. George Seele, 
Chairman, Emma Heriry, Secretary. 



Total Liabilities $6,255.33 

; FUNDS FOR MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 
1915. 

! Organization Fund. 

I So. Slavic Federation, $19 ; Hebrew Soc. 

Branch, Brockton, Mass., $2; 18th Ward Br. 
I Chicago, 111., $2 ; J. M. Varekojis, Chicago, 
j 111., $2 ; Local Harlingen, Texas. $2 ; Local 
Maryville, 111., $2 ; Local Oatman. Ariz., $2 ; 
Local Northwood, N. D., $2 : Slovak Br., 
Ambridge, Pa., $2 ; Local North Chicago, 111.. 
$2; N. V. Nelson, Sank. Wash., $2; I^ocal 
Stoneham, Colo.. 40c : Finnish Local, New- 
port, N. H., $3; A. Arkin, Fort Shafter, 
Hawaii, $1.50: Local Will Co., Joliet, 111., $2; 
Local Coat— ville, Pa., $1; Fritz Boelke, Chi- 
cago, in., %t. 

Total for November $ 48.90 

Previously Reported 1,807.04 



-$1,826.41 



SECOND8 TO REFERENDUMS. 
"Received Since Last Publication. 

By Portland, Me.: (Proposing to suspend 
Article IX of the National Constitution 
for 1916. First published Oct. 23, 1915). 
Seconded by Cordelia, No. Dak. 

By Scandinavian No. 4, Rockford, III.: 
(Proposing the election of a committee 
of five to meet with a similar committee 
elected by the Socialist Labor Party. First 
published Oct. 23, 1915). 

Seconded by : Crystal City, Mo. ; Hunting- 
ton, Ark. ; Cordelia, No. Dak. ; Hamilton, O. ; 
Southwark Br., Pa.; Chisholm, Minn.; Polish 
Women's Br., Chicago, HI. ; Anti-War, Wash. ; 
Jewish Br., Detroit, Mich.; Muncie, lnd.; 
Flovac, Salem, O. ; Scand. No. 49, Virginia, 
Minn. ; Finnish, Bronx, N. Y. ; Jewish, Denver, 
Colo.-; Roanoke, Va. ; S. S. Osasto, Crystal 
Falls, Minn.; Boston, Mass.; Luykens, Pa.; 
Finnis, Aurora, Minn.; Oakland, Calif.; 
Franklin, N. H. : Bay City, Mich. ; Finnish, 
Troy. ; Now Britain, Conn. ; Silverton, Ore. ; 
Livermore, Ky. : Lake View, Chicago, 111. ; 
Tacoma No. 4, Wash. ; 21st & 27th Wards Br., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. : Winchester, Ida. ; Scand. No. 
4S, Quincy, Mass. ; No. 3, Paterson, N. J. ; 
South Slavic Branches: No. 77, McKees 
Rocks.' Pa.; No. 19, Milwaukee, Wis.; No. 3, 
No. Side, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; No. 122, Racine, 
Wis. : Social Club No. 61, Detroit, Mich. : No. 
45. Chicago, Til.; No. 35, West Allis, Wis.; 
No. 39, Lansford, Pa.; No. 83, Ft. Smith, 



COMMENT ON PENDING NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE MOTIONS. 
On Motion No. 32. 

".That the following be added to the rules 
of the National Committee: "All motions sub- 
mitted to a vote of the National Committee, 
when not in session, shall require a majority 
vote of the committee for their adoption." 

BEARDSLEY: "I heartily agree with this 
motion submitted by Demarest of New Jersey, 
and hope the same will be adopted. Do not 
think that any proposition should be adopted 
by the Committee unless it receives a majority 
vote of the Committee. Many of the members 
of the Committee never vote upon vital 
questions and some method should be adopted 
that will compel them to vote. A proposition 
that cannot command a majority vote of the 
Committee should not be adopted." 

BOUDIN : <'I vote "NO", on National Com- 
mittee Motion 82. I think it to be good 
democratic principle that the majority of those 
who vote should be sufficient for a decision. 
The requirements for more than that are 
usually part of an undemocratic system of 
checks and balances and should not be re- 
sorted to in our party except for very strong 
reasons. Besides the adoption of the Demarest 
motion would put too much power in the hands 
of the National Executive Committee, as its 
decisions could not be upset except by a vote 
of a majority of the entire National Commit- 
tee, and with a large number of. the voting 
as the case hitherto, that would be a practical 
impossibility." 

ALLEN: "Motion 32 initiated by the New 
Jersey State Committee is one of the most 
vicious and dastardly assaults ever made on 
Democracy and is calculated to prevent the 
National Committee from functioning in any 
way, shape or form. 

"Had their instinct been to secure majority 
action on all motions, a rule requiring 
National Committeemen to votj or resign 
would produce results — instead of results they 
propose a. rule that will transform the live 
ones into dead ones and add their corpses to 
those already suffering with "inertia". Me 
thinks Comrade Pat Quinlan rotting in a 
Jersey bastile enough. I vote "NO". 

WILKINS : "I vote "NO" on -Motion 32 for 
the reason that the portion of the Committee 
that is recorded not voting on motions has 
reached such proportions if this motion carries 
it will encourage not voting where the member 
does not 1 desire to go on record with an honest 



Total Expenditures $8,074.46 

Bank Balance Dec. 1 2,389.83 



I 810,464.29 
The following accounts, opposite the respec- 
tive account headings, represent the actual 
operating expense of the National Office for 
the month of November, 1915. They represent 
the actual expense incurred, not necessarily 
paid out. That which is paid is specified in 
the above report of cash expenditures for the 
month. That which is not yet oaid is em- 
bodied in the amounts due our creditors un- 
der the heading "Liabilities." 

OPERATING EXPENSES. 

Supplies for Locals (Purchased) $ 35.42 

Literature (Purchased) . .» 842.43 

Office Stationary and Supplies 79.65 

Rent 226.00 

Wages 1,826.41 

Exchange 11.25 

General Expense 88.01 

Interest '26.68 

Organization «. 165.50 

Appropriations paid 50.00 

Telephone 32.29 

Light 8-9" 

Charged Off Accounts , 4.39 

Young People's Supplies (Purchased) 41.52 

Information Department 5.00 

American Socialist Department 1,086.38 



WORKMEN'S SICK AND DEATH BENEFIT FUND 

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Table Showing Status of the Society at the End of Years stated, in 5 Year Periods 



At End »f 

1'ear 


NUMBER OK MEMBERS 


Amount at Benefits Paid Since Organization 

. . . ^ _— — 


Amount Saved 
In Cash Reserv 


Men 


Woman 


Sick and Accident 


Death 


t . 

1885 


116 




$525.90. 


$150.00 




1890 


2,919 


! 252 


35,014.57 


3,600.00 


$6,062.57 


1895 


10,992 


1,924 


310,846.07 


75,581.00 


35,265.38 


1900 


21,616 


4,123 


1,002,398.32 


253,731.35 


89,773.35 


1905 


28,470 


j 5,912 


1,962,960.82 


587,740.96 


220,323.38 


1910 


37,743 


1 7,524 


3,236,004.12 


1,087,845.77 


438,501.72 


1913 


42,344 


1 8,022 

! 1 


4,149,132.13 


1,468,273.25 


774,453.98 



For for! her Inform 
atkm write t» 



Workmen's Sick & Death Benefit Fund Entrant on 7th st. 

No. I. THIRD AV*y. WfcW^YOUK S««tf fj*f 



Total to December 1 $1,865.94 

Headquarters Fund. 

Branch Irwin, Pa., $2 ; Local Port Pierce, 
Fla., $1 : G. Kuston, Eugene. Ora., $1 ; A. O. 
DahlsteHt. York, Nebr., 60c: Local Green 
Bay. Wise, 10c; Local Utica, N. Y.. $6: Dead 
Local, La Fontaine, Kans.. 70c : Local Wor- 
cester, Mass., $1.20 ; J.\ Pollok. Maiden, Mass., 
S3.50 : Local Minneapolis, Minn., 75c : Local 
Madison, S. D., $1 ; S. S. Osasti, Svensen, 
Ore., $1. 

Total for November $ 18.85 

Previously Reported 943.43 



$ 962.28 

Party Contributions. 

Arbeiter Kranken Sterbekasse. Br. 168, 
Woodhaven, N. Y., $2; Workmen's Circle Br. 
88, Bronx, N. Y., $1 ; Local Miramar, Calif- 
Si ; Workmen's Circle Br. 125, Kingston. N. 
Y., $1; W. S. & D. B. Fund Br. 201, Fort 
Lee, N. J.. $2 ; Arbeiter Kranken Sterbekasse, 
Br. 169. Baltimore, Md;> $15; Workmen's 
Circle, Br. 434, New Haven^Conn.. $1 ; W. 
Feigetson, Brooklyn, N. Y.. $2 ; WorVmen's 
Sick and Death Benefit Bund, Br. 77, Chicago, 
111.. $1 ; Workmen's Circle, Br. 14, Providence, 
R. I.', $2; ,T. F. Bradbury, Bennington, Vt., $1. 

Total for November, $29 

Monthly Campaign Stamps. 

E. L. Cannon, Portland, Ore.. $2.61 ; Local 
Rockport, Mass., 60c ; Local W. Attleboro, 
Mass., 60e. 

Total for November $ 3.71 

Previously Reorted 30.19 



Total to December 1 $33.90 

71mmerwald Conference. 
Local Kings Co., Brooklyn, N. Y., '$10. 

Garment Strikers. 
Relief Com. for Chicago, Garment Strikers, 
Cleveland, Ohio. $25. 

Polish War Victims. ' 
Polish Women's Branch, Phila., Pa., $100. 



no but hoping to kill the motion by not 
voting." ' 

IRISH: "I agree with Comrade Bell, for 
once at least. There are too many rules 
restricting effective action by this committee. 

"The members who contribute nothing but 
silence have the same opportunity to record 
themselves as the rest of us and if they do 
not see fit to exercise their rights it is no 
reason why the committee" Should tie itself up 
in the web of inaction which Comrade 
Der^arest has cunningly spun for us. 

"If a few of these habitual dodgers were 
recalled by their constituents the effect on the 
remainder might be salutory." 

RUTHENBERG' "The passage of this rule 
means that the National Committee v will 
commit suicide. We have tried to elect a com- 
mittee on state constitutions under a rule 
requiring a majority vote of all the members 
of the committee and we have been voting 
six months without succeeding. If the state 
organizations elect comrades as members of 
the National Committee who are not sufficiently 
interested in the 'party and its work to vote on 
motions submitted to them, that is their look- 
out. The members of the party who are not 
represented because their National Committee- 
men do not function have the remedy the 
recall." 

RICHMAN: "YES". if a majority of 
our "leadinpc" members do not take interest 
enough in furthering the aims of our great 
democratic movement as to vote on a motion 
we should know who they are, and that 
possible aids to the advancement of our 
movement are hindered by their inactivity and 
lack of interest. The party at large is en- 
cumbered with dead wood that is retarding our 
advance." 

KATTERFELD: "Why ■ should members 
that consider a motion IMMATERIAL be 
counted AGAINST IT?. If opposed, theylH 
certainly vote NO. If some are too "diploma- 
tic" to vote, what business of ours is tbat? 
Each National Committeeman is responsible 
to the membership of his state, not to the 
Committeeman from New Jersey, or. the rest 
of us. Why Vhould active members be 
penalized because of sleepy one*? Here's 
WHY : This National Committee actually 
functions without awaiting, order*- from MttV 
waukeev New York .and New Jersey,. Such 
deplorable insubor'ination must fee squelched. 



Hence this motion to "hamstring the Com- 
mittee." We'll deserve it if we let'em. 
ELECTED OFFICIALS. 
NEBRASKA: Peter MehreAs, 609 Blvd. Ave., 
Omaha has been elected National Committee- 
man for the coming year. C. C. Porter has 
been reelected State Secretary. 



The University of Minnesota has 
taken its stand on the side of such 
other reactionary universities as the 
state institutions of Pennsylvania and 
Colorado. It has refused permission 
to the steudents to listen to^Socialist 
lectures on the campus. John Spargo 
was to have spoken on the campus 
under the direction of Minnesota Uni- 
versity chapter of the Intercollegiate 
Socialist Society, but the reactionary 
university authorities were afraid of 
"Socialist propaganda" and closed the 
university buildings to, the Socialist 
lecturer. President Vincent received 
his bringing up at Rockefeller's Stand- 
ard Oil institution, the University of 
Chicago. Wonder if this had anything 
to do with it? 

Socialists were elected recently 
at Bridgeport, Conn., as follows: 
school board, S. J. Jones • and M. 
Applegarth; justices of the peace, 
Frank Ledvinka and James Briggs; 
constable, William Britton. 



tfhe Jingoes want war. We do not. 
Got a movie or slide picture machine 
and spend the winter making War 
against War, and converts to .Social- 
ism at the same -time. It's a good, 
profitable, business as well. Write Dr. 
E. E. Sonnahstine, Girard, Kan., for 
ipifaid*&?&tei* --.ft* 191* -campaign 
'now*; 



NOTES FROM THE 
LECTURE FIELD 



Worcester, Mass. — Comrade Aron 
writes that the Seidel-Kirkpatrick- 
Walker lecture course was a great 
educational success. "We all agree," 
he says, "that it has done the move- 
ment good. The speakers have all 
done well. Financially the indications 
are that we will not lose much, if any, 
which is saying a good deal con- 
sidering the fact that we paid $45 for 
the hall." 

Schenectady, N. Y. — The comrades 
were greatly pleased with Comrade 
Walker's lecture. Comrade Sedlin 
writes: "Am taking this opportunity 
to let you know how we appreciate 
your making it possible for us to se- 
cure Ryan Walker for a lecture. Why, 
he is great! He held the attention 
of all, young and old, and drove the 
message home with such force that 
six persons applied to the ushers after 
the meeting for applications to join 
the Socialist movement. And litera- 
ture? It sold itself." 

Vernon, N. Y. — Comrade Stuhlman 
writes very enthusiastically of the 
Seidel-Kirpatrick-Walker lectures. He 
says: "The intense earnestness of the 
man drives home to the mind of his 
hearers that Socialism is the hope of 
the world." 

Traverse City, Mich. — "Comrade 
Seidel has come and gone and behind 
him he has left people thinking as 
they never thought before. The edu- 
cational success will far surpass any- 
thing that has ever taken place here," 
writes Comrade Coxe. 

Jamestown, N. Y. — The comrades 
were so enthusiastic over the Henry 
Dubbs lecture by Comrade Walker 
that they want him to come again as 
soon as possible. 

Ambridge, Pa. — Comrade Walker 
writes that the boys handled the 
meetings splendidly and packed the 
hall to the door. The meeting was 
well advertised and splendidly man- 
aged, and as a result it was a great 
success. 

Reviving the Party — From Greens- 
burg, Pa., the comrades write that 
Seidel and Kirkpatrick are reviving 
the party membership. "You are go- 
ing to hear something doing," they 
say. "The education that The Amer- 
ican Socialist, and literature sales will 
bring to the organization through 
these lectures will mean wonders." 

Comrade Seidel writes: "New mem- 
bers taken in as follows: Fairmount, 
W. Va., 5; Uhrichville, 4; Ashtabula, 
3; other places, 6. The total for the 
week, 18. 

New Contracts — The following new 
contracts were received for the Seidel- 
T^.-W. lectures: Cour d J Alene, Idaho; 
Iverness, Mont., and Sioux City, la., 
making a total of 166. 

Very Successful — Comrade Ross, of 
New Kensington, Pa., reports that the 
Kirkpatrick lecture was very success- 
ful. The audience appreciated every- 
thing very much. Two new members 
were received and nearly all of the 
literature sold. 



VOLNEY A SOCIALIST. — More 
than fifty years before Marx and En- 
gels issued their famous "Manifesto," 
Constantine Volney, in his work en- 
titled "The Law of Nature," gave 
expression and sanction, to the ethical 
principle that lies at the base of 
Socialism by asking and answering 
the following questions: 

"How is property a physical attri- 
bute of man? 

"Inasmuch as all men being con- 
stituted equal or similar to one an- 
other, and consequently independent 
and free, each is the absolute master, 
the full proprietor of his body, and of 
the product of his labor. 

"How is justice derived from these 
three attributes (equality, liberty and 
property) ? 

"In this, that men being eaual and 
free, owing nothing to each other, 
have no right to acquire anything 
from one another, only inasmuch as 
they return an equal value for it, or 
inasmuch as the balance of what is 
given is an equilibrium with what is 
returned; and it is this equality, this 
equilibrium, which is called justice, 
equity; that is to say, equality and 
justice are but one and the same 
word, the same law of nature, of 
which the social virtues are only 
applications and derivatives." — J. L. 
HICKS, Waco, Tex. 

PLEDGES. — Lehane of Ireland told 
us a short while ago, that our friends 
the Militarist-Socialists broke no 
pledges because they gave none on 
abstaining from war. Hence "we 
should not criticize them." Comrade 
Le Sueur introduces the same fact 
about the lack of pledges, but in- 
vites us to critically analyze 
both the position of the warring 
Socialists and our own. It is a 
bitter fact, however, that our friends, 
the German Socialists, who have sup- 
ported this war, and "whom we should 
deal charitably with because they were 
never pledged not to fight, and hence 
were uncertain as to what to do," that 
these same Socialists have always 
DOMINATED the International; have 
always REFUSED to pledge them- 
selves not to take definite steps 
against .the outbreak of or non-parti- 
cipation in war. 

There - is no compromise possible 
here, Comrades. If we are against 
Militarism in its every form, HERE, 
because "we are SOCIALISTS, then 
there is no room in our movement 
HERE for the misguided plus or 
minus Socialists who have infested the 
movements of the working class from 
their inception. How then can we 
condone the acts of so-called Social- 
ists in Europe who supported war, not 
UNDER PROTEST; or half hearted- 
ly, but QUICKLY,, and with a ready 
made ARGUMENT IN SUPPORT OF 
THEIR ACTION? Is the interna- 
tional character of the clhss struggle 
a matter of PLEDGES, or a matter 
of FACT? 

The recent effort to change our 
party name is a good evidence of the 
muddled impression that is current in 
our ranks. To get votes by the hocus 
pocus of pretending that we are no 
longer Socialists; to assume that this 
is our highest present task, when we 
are confronted with the spectacle of 
our most fundamental theories trailed 
in the dust without protest — this to 
my mind is a good and sufficient 
reason for a free and open discussion 
in our National Convention. 

Come you compromisers who are 
Nationalists; you so-called leaders 
who fear to kick the European sup- 
porters of war in the neck; you plus 
or minus Socialist who would compro- 
mise anything for votes, come and 
meet this proposition. IF YOU BE- 
LIEVE IN WAR, IF YOU BELIEVE 
IN COMPROMISE, IF YOU BE- 
LIEVE IN WIPING OUT THE CON- 
VENTION TO SAVE YOUR 'FACE, 
IF YOU BELIEVE IN VOTES AT 
ANY COST— BE HONEST WITH US 
AND YOURSELVES. YOU WANT 
TO FORGET AND YOU WANT* US 
TO FORGET THE CLASS STRUG- 
GLE. — F. A. Sieverman,, Saginaw, 
Mich. 



LIKES AUTO PLAN. — The 1916 
campaign promises to be more pro- 
ductive of results than any of our 
previous assaults on the capitalist 
system. The time is ripe for the Soc- 
ialist party to exert every partical of 
its strength in a supreme effort to 
rouse the working class of our nation. 
To accomplish this undertaking, and 
incidentally pile up a huge Socialist 
vote at the next general election, a 
thoro and systematic campaign must 
necessarily be carried on. 

I know of no better way to propa- 
gate the Socialist doctrine in every 
nook and corner of the United States 
than by the automobile plan as pro- 

{>osed by Comrade Lanfersiek recent- 
y. The adoption of this plan appears 
to be the most consistent method of 
campaigning. It would be far super- 
ior to another Red Special for many 
reasons, especially from an economic 
standpoint. The automobile campaign 
would not leave us financially empty 
handed; the Red Special undoubtedly 
would. The proper men in charge of 
these cars would very likely make the 
thing a source of revenue; a Red 
Special could never pay for itself. 

This is a decidedly progressive 
move. It would give us the means to 
carry the message of Socialism into 
every city and rural district in the 
nation; North, East, South and West. 
It would attract^ more attention, 
cover more territory, allow our speak- 
ers to reach many thousands of vot- 
ers who would never hear of the Red 
Special. 

From May to November everything 
would be favorable to us so far as 
automobiling is concerned. At this 
season the roads all over the country 
are in the best of condition; a 
circumstance worth considering. They 
could move when necessary and stop 
when they saw fit; at their own con- 
venience without considering or con- 
sulting a railway company. 

This proposition has already been 
specifically explained by Comrade 
Lanfersiek in a recent issue of The 
American Socialist. It is an idea that 
should arouse the interest of every 
socialist who cares to see the party 
do something worth while in 1916. 

Let us do something that will bring 
results from all quarters; let us do it 
now. It is imperative that vigorous 
action be taken next year. This is 
our chance. We should push this 
thing to the limit.— RED CARD. 



FROM INDIANAPOLIS.— Where- 
as, The Press reports of the public 
statement made by Chas. Edward 
Russell on preparedness ara diametri- 
cally opposite the position of the 
Socialist Party of America, and 

Whereas, Chas. Edward Russell is 
now a candidate for the nomination 
for President of the Socialist Party, 
and 

Whereas, The statement favoring 
preparedness made at Philadelphia, 
Nov. 29, is not in accord with the 
National Organization, therefore be 
it 

Resolved, that the public statement 
made by Chas. Edward Russell be 
published in The American Socialist, 
and be it further 

Resolved, That Chas. Edward Rus- 



"Old clothing, money, bedding, etc,. 

— anything will do and be apprecia- 
ted", is the appeal that comes from 
the copper strikers in Arizona. There 
are about 2,500 men, women and chil- 
dren in need of clothing. Many babies, 
some unborn, must be cared for. Send 
all bundles to Mrs. S. C. Skidmore, 
Women's Relief Committee, Box 414, 
Metcalf, Ariz. 



A BOMB FOR YOUR 
VEST POCKET 

Facts From The Mouths Of The 
Masters, Wrung From Them By The 
Commission On Industrial Relations; 
Compiled By Fred D. Warren, With 
A Foreword By Frank P.. Walsh, 
Chairman Of The Commission. 

The Biggest Little Book You Ever 
Read. Know The Big, Vital, Burning 
Facts About The System That En- 
slaves You And Degrades The Mast- 
ers. All Of It, Every Vital Point Is 
Covered In This Little Book. 

Sixty-Four Pages, Handsomely 
Bound, Built For Service, Your 
Service. It Is Ready When You 
Want It, And You Want It Now. It 
Sells For 25 Cents a Copy. Your 
Quarter Sent To THE PEOPLE'S 
COLLEGE, Fort Scott, Kansas, Will 
Bring This Argument Clincher To 
You By Return Mail. 



TOBACCO 



KENTUCKY 
NATURAL 
LEAF 

Old and Mellow. The very finest quality. To 
let you sample this fine tobacco we will send 

g^ 41b».for$1.00 g&K 

Write for pamphlet and price on ISO lbi. 8Ute whether 
for smoking or chewing. Personal Checks Accepted. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED Or money refunded. 
SsMirtky Tobacco Cb„ Dept. II tattvUU, J£jt> 



YOUR WAGES INSURED. 
When you are sick or injured, who pays 

your wajfes? 

TY° E M X H C^ INDEMNI- 

Pays sick, accident and death benefits. 

J^5,^L W ^' beginning with first week. 

U a S £.YJ NGS ARE GIVEN TO . SOCIALIST 
PARTY. 

<,,E™jJ5 rency and Particulars, write JOSEPH 
SCHROLL & CO.. Reliance Bid*., Kansas 
City, Mo. 



DIVISION FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 

Discovered! The next game (wage rent) in 
the evolution of society. Society must either 
advance or decline. All kinds of Socialism 
are Utopian. Have no games; are not ac- 
cording to nature. Can show Wage Rent 
workings. Send 26c for year book, 1913, 
introducing issue of system. Chas. E. John- 
son, Waupun, Wis. 

lo 80 * CIA Jk IST J CALENDARS, are cmW^mTTf 
v& }^ h n y de l lare rt l or Peace an d Socialism, 
10c each . December-Offer, 2 samplas, 15c. 6 foi? 
25c. Quit boosting Capitalism. Boost for 
Socialism. Address, Geo. B. Dickert, Wood- 
ruff Place, Indianapolis, lnd. 



GOEBEL-MALEY LECTURES. • 
The following new contracts have 
been received for the Goebel-Maley 
lectures during the week: York, Pa.; 
Columbus, Kans.; Wyandotte, Kans.; 
Birmingham, Ala.; Ely, Nev.; Dan- 
ville, Va.; Superior, Mont., and. Cor- 
delia, N. Dak. 

This makes a total of an even 100 
contracts so far finally being signed 
up. Applications aie still being re- 
ceived and we hope t# raise this num- 
ber >to 250 at least. 




Engine Power 

Costs Less Now ! 



T ET me send you an engine to earn its own cost while you pay for It. 

Easy to start; no cranking ; easy to understand and manage; 
and easy to pay for on any suitable, reasonable terms of payment, 
during a year. I have helped many thousands to own engines in this 
way, during my 29 years of engine building. 

witte Engines 

Ommollne, Koromon* and Gam 

•SEE THESE LOW PRICES: 2 H-P. $34.95; 3 H-P, $52.45; l->„ J| 

4 H-P, $69.75; 6 H-P, $97.76; 8 H-P. $139.65; 12 H-P, $197.00; trllllTllIttCea 

16 H-P fc .$279.70; 22 H-P. $359.80. (F. O. B. Factory) Portable m \t Anwt 

Engines and Saw-Rig outfits proportionally low. Guaranteed 9 X€«Ui 
hlgn quality— as durable as superior design, best materials 
and workmanship can make. 

Fine Book Free ^tt'^w 

gine most suitable to your needs, and how easy It is to ran a WITTS at 
any kind of work. Get my engine facts before you decide on any engine. 

ED.H. WITTE, WITTE ENGINE WORKS 
3266 Oakland Ave,, Kansas City, Mo. 
3266 Empire Bid*, - Pittsburgh, Pa. 





Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 
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Clubs "of Four or More, 40 Weeks. 25 Cents. 



MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



HELP MEYER LONDON. 
Our greatest duty now is to tell the 
workers of the United States about 
the achievements of our comrade, 
Meyer London, in congress, in their 
behalf. It is going to be a great 
story. The weekly installments of 
this gfeat story will appear regularly 
in The American "Socialist. This 
inducement, alone ought to make tens 
of thousands of workers subscribe for 
The American Socialist. That is all 
you have to tell a worker who is not 
i'ow reading your paper. Tell 'them 
(hat they can read all about Meyer 
London and his work in congress jn 
The American Socialist. The distri- 
bution of extra copies of THE 
MEYER LONDON EDITION, Dec. 
4, has already brought in many new 
subs. 

We made another gain this week, 
but not as big as we would wish. The 
"ons" gained 241 subs on the "off r 
and we are now at the 40,693 mark. 
Now is the time to forge ahead, to 
close our ranks and press onward. 
We want to see your name attached 
to a club of subs soon. 



ROLL OF HONOR 



A. F, of L. Convention 

By ADQLPH GERMER. 



LOCAL ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PA., 
comes in with,an order for 30 tub- cards. They 
•re putting Pittsburg on the map. 

"We have undertaken to make every ei 
rolled" Socialist a reader of our party organ' 
writes 1SIDOR WOFSY, New Rochelle, N. Y., 
a* he orders 14 sub cards for this purpose. 
How about it, local secretaries? 

Christmas greetings and a club of four subs 
come from I. G. CLARK, Tomball, Texas. 
Same to you, Comrade. 

O. S. BUCHANAN. Detroit, Mich., sends 
in a list of eight and gets one of our souvenir 
pennants. Remember, a list of 16 gets our 
beautiful knife, treasured by all hustlers. 

J. SPITZ, Cleveland, Ohio, also sends in a 
list of eight and gets the souvenir pennant. 

JESSE T. BRILLHART, Omaha, Neb., 
rushes in with this message, "I enclose a list 
of 20 to help close the ranks for the final 
clash between labor and capital". 

C. B. CUNDIFF, Jr., New Haven, West 
Va., also helps strengthen the ranks with a 
list of 16. 

AUGUST HEDIN, Roseau, Minn., comes in 
with a list of 20 names and gets both the 
knife and pennant. Never heard of Roseau, 
Minn., have you? Just watch Comrade HoHn 
put it on the map. 

ELLIS VELLER, Linton, Ind., is going to 
get real busy. He sends in $10 for 40 sub 
cards. The comrades are on the job at Linton. 

Hats off to Comrade WALTER GIBSON, 
Arcadia, Ind. He sends in one sub regularly 
every week. We want other hustlers to pledge 
themselves to send in a sub each week. 

AUGUST PANSCHAR, Indianapolis, Ind., 
sends in a club of four that was secured at 
the George Kirkpatrick meeting there. He 
promises to get an even bigger bunch at the 
Walker meeting. 

Are you sending the Socialist Party 
Campaign Book and Ryan Walker's great 
cartoon book, "The New Adventures of Henry 
Dubb" as Christmas presents to your friends, 
together with a sub to The American Social- 
ist. The Campaign Book, an encyclopedia in 
itself, is free with a year's sub to The 
American Socialist at 50 cents. The cartoon 
book is free with a six' months' sub at 25 
cents. This is an inexpensive way to see that 
all your friends get an appropriate Xmas gift. 

"The idea of a special number of the paper 
to combat militarism is a splendid one, and 
should have the active support ot the com- 
rades everywhere," wrote J. H. McGuffie. Mis- 
noula, Mont., as he ordered 1,000 copies of 
the MEYER LONDON EDITION. 

"Congratulations on your MEYER LONDON 
EDITION", writes John H. McGuffey, Missou- 
la, Mont. "It was a dandy. Sunday morning 
we distributed 2,100 papers in Missoula. We 
have heard (rood reports from them". 



EDUCATION And ORGANIZATION. 

It doesn't trouble the conscience of 
the democrats in the least to use the 
money of the government to start 
their campaign for 1916. We have 
just received some of the printed 
matter being sent out from the Or- 
ganization Bureau, National Demo- 
cratic League of Clubs, at Washing- 
ton, D. C, under official frank. This 
league is trying to organize 1,000,000 
democrats. It is making a special 
effort to reach young men, the first 
voters. It is trying to organize a 
democratic club for every postoffice 
in the nation. 

There is only one way to meet this 
campaign. And that is to organize 
a Socialist local for every, postoffice 
in the United States. We do not 
have access to the national treasury 
to help us accomplish this. Social- 
ists do not believe in abusing the 
franking privileges of congressmen. 
But Socialists will take advantage of 
the franking privilege of our con- 
gressman, Meyer London, to send out 
millions of copies of his speeches, 
which will prove a real education for 
the American working class. As the 
workers become increasingly intelli- 
gent, new locals will spring up and 
old ones will increase their member- 
ship. Let education and organization 
go hand in hand for the campaign of 
1916. 

John R. Lawson was invited to join 

.ienry Ford's peace expedition to 
Europe. Lawson had such, wide and 
varied experience in the war waged 
upon the Colorado miners by King 
Rockefeller that Ford doubtless con- 
cluded that his assistance as a strate- 
gist would be of great value. 



WELL, the Thirty-fifth Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. 
is now a matter of history. 

The yearly jurisdictional squabbles, 
which in fact are only a scramble for 
a meal ticket, are in the main no 
nearer settled than before the con- 
vention. 

To begin with, one and one-half 
week was fiddled away sight-seeing 
and being entertained, all of which, 
of course, was very interesting and 
highly pleasing. Every point of 
interest, in and around Frisco, every 
spot to attract the eye, and every note 
to attune the eafo .was the pleasure 
of the delegation. ; , 

Delegates, whoi'.had attended con- 
ventions for years confessed that 
never before ; has a city been so pro- 
fuse in an endeavor to satisfy the 
tastes of a convention. 

Machinery Begins to Grind. 

About the middle of the second 
week the machinery began to grind. 
The Sheet Metal Workers and the 
Carpenters pulled each others wool 
because one was getting a piece of 
pie which the other claimed "properly 
belongs to him". The Carpenters and 
the Structural Iron Workers also had 
a round over the same question. The 
Teamsters and Bakery Wqrkers ex- 
changed compliments over contro- 
versies out of the claim for pie. The 
Teamsters insisted that those driving 
bakery wagons and delivering baked 
goods should pay for their meal 
ticket, and so the merry game went 
on as in previous years. 

Matters of vast and general im- 
portance were shelved until a session 
was almost to adjourn and then 
gaveled thru. 

Gompers Fights Referendum. 

For example, a resolution was 
introduced providing for a referendum 
on the question of whether or not the 
officers of the A. F. of L. should be 
elected directly by the rank and file, 
as is done by the Illinois, Arizona and 
other State Federations. It was 
reported out just previous to an ad- 
journment. In the very brief dis- 
cussion, President Gompers consumed 
the most of forty minutes with an 
attack on J. Mahlon Barnes, a dele- 
gate from tjtie Cigar Makers (Gom- 
pers') organization. 

Gompers turned the gavel over to 
Eighth Vice-President Green. Gom- 
pers, as usual, closed the debate. A 
large number of delegates asked for 
a roll call, but an aye and no vote 
was taken and the resolution declared 
defeated. 

Then "Sammy" resumed ^the chair 
and the writer asked why .a roll call 
was not granted in accordafice with 
the rules. The answer was that the 
temporary chairman did not- think a 
sufficient number had asked for it 
and when a protest was raised 
against the ruling the convention was 
declared adjourned. 

Another instance was the resolution 
in favor of industrial unionism. It, 
too, was reported out just previous to 
an adjournment and met the same 
fate" as the one just related. 

A still further instance was the 
anti-military resolution. Like the 
preceding resolutions, it was report- 
ed about adjourning time with Vice 
; President James Duncan presiding. 
S It seemed as if a deliberate attempt 
I was made to shut out debate entirely. 

I Duncan Can't See Or Hear. 

! Having introduced the resolution, 

I I naturally wanted to say a few words 
in favor of it and while asking for the 

! floor the report of the committee, 
which was , against the resolution, 
was put to a vote and declared adopt- 
ed. . I protested the ruling and Chair- 
man Duncan explained that he did 
not see or hear me. Delegates and 
spectators expressed disapprobation 
and the ruling was reversed and a 
spirited discussion entered into. 
Among those opposing the resolution 
; was Andrew Fureseth of the Sea- 
i men's Union but who actually helped 
| create sentiment for it. Here, then, i t 
| seemed as if we would carry the da5'. 
I This the administration saw and 
i "Sammy" again came to the rescue, 
i He stated that he was a pacifist but 
I believed in "Preparedness" and mili- 
tary training in public schools. When 
he cracked the whip, the faithful fell 
in line like sheep in a flock and when 
the .vote was taken the resolution 
was declared defeated. Again there 
were requests for a roll call and the 
session declared adjourned. 

L. P. Straube of Chicago, who, dur- 
ing the newspaper strike in that city 
a few years ago, was one of the 
officials of the Riereotypers union, 
helped the pressmen in their fight. 
For this loyalty to his comrades he 
incurred the displeasure of the higher 
ups in his union and the bitter hatred 
of the Publisher's Association. He was 
finally expelled from his union, be 
cause he would not bow to the whims 
and dictates of time serving officials. 

Straube is an honest, able and 
energetic worker in the cause of 



labor. He joined another union and 
was elected delegate to the Chicago 
Federation of Labor. But the wrath 
of the publishers and ultra-reaction 
ary officials of the Stereotyper's had 
not diminished and a demand ~waf. 
made upon the Chicago Federation of 
Labor to unseat Straube. 

Straube Defended. 

The Chicago Federation knows his 
worth, and defended Straube. John 
Fitzpatrick, President of the Chicago 
Federation of Labor, made an admir- 
able fight in his behalf as did John II, 
Walker. But the machine had decreed 
that Straube must be banished and it 
was so declared. Again a roll call vote 
was asked. There Was grave danger 
that the machine would be reversed 
and Gompers, with quivering voice, 
appealed to the delegates not to insist 
upon a roll call and expressed the 
belief that if a proper effort is made 
(whatever that means), in his opinion 
the ihatter could be adjusted. His ad- 
vice was accepted and the next step 
in the Hippodrome was staged. 

It was over th^e Eight Hour day. 
8-Hour Resolution Up. 

The resolution dealing with the 
matter was held back until the very 
last of the last day's session, when 
nearly one-third of the delegateshad 
left the city. 

Gompers made it "clear" that the 
fullest discussion would be permitted. 
It was clearly designed that those 
who favored the resolution for an 
Eight Hour day by law, whereyer it 
could be secured, should* speak first 
and the machine would fall in and 
whip the questionable ones in line. 

In this they went so far as to tell 
Thos. Van Lear, who introduced the 
resolution, that if he desired to speak, 
"now was his^ opportunity". This 
was to prevent ' him from availing 
himself of the rules and perhaps close 
the debate. 

When a number had spoken for the 
resolution, the lashing process began. 
One after another of the administra- 
tion took a slam at the resolution. 
Finally Gompers joined in. When he 
concluded, Joe Cannon tried to get 
the floor but there was nothing doing. 
I saw Gompers examine a booklet 
issued by the National Executive 
Committee of the Socialist Party and 
pointing out certain passages to 
James Duncan. This is the booklet 
that brought out his twenty-nine page 
editorial reprints in which he vomits 
all over himself. I made reference to 
this and expressed the hope that" he 
would deal with the merits of the 
resolution rather than roam around 
the entire world in search, of material 
to poison the minds of the^ delegates. 

While during the discussion on the 
referendum, J. Mahlon Barnes was 
the target for attack, special ^atten- 
tion was here paid to me because my 
name is attached to the book. 

Not that I am complaining. Quite 
to the contrary. I shall always be 
proud of the fact that I was in- 
strumental, along with the other 
members of the National Executive 
Committee, in getting out this booklet 
and I wish . every member of the 
American Federation of Labor would 
read it. 

That booklet has caused its just 
share of the discussion of the Eight 
Hour Day. 

A roll call vote was taken and the 
Eight Hour resolution was defeated, 
but by approximately one thousand 
less than last year. 
| Powerful Machine Quaking. 
■ While every progressive measure 
| was defeated and crushed beneath the 
! Iron Heel of the administration, there 
jwas a marked growth in the strength 
; of those who are in harmony with the 
i will and desire of the rank and file. 
! At several points the one powerful 
machine was quaking and it required 
the most clever engineering to sur- 
vive. 

Every member of an affiliated 
union should carefully go over the 
proceedings of the Frisco convention 
and learn" where his or her represen- 
tative stood. There is no need me 
advising what should be done in the 
event the representatives were not in 
accord with those they represented. 
I The duty suggests itself. 
! Quite a number of visitors sat in 
I the galleries. On several occasions 
J they gave expression to their fe^Hngs 
i and in each event the machine threat- 
| ened to clear the hall of all except 
I delegates. 

I spoke with a number of them. 
I They were the rank and file. 
! Could every one who is affiliated 
i with the A. F. of L. attend the 
; sessions and observe who is respons- 
ible for the snail pace we are travel- 
! ing it would be but a question of a 
! very brief time until the conventions 
| would assume a different complexion. 

I am, not at all discouraged or dis- 
heartened. There is an awakening all 
along the line. It is slow, but it is 
sure. This awakening beacons a 
change for the better. 

We must continue to pour out the 
truth so the awakening giant will 
know how to speak and act when 
called upon. 

The watchword is "On to greater 
activity, the future must and will be 
ours," 



E STORY COENE 



NOTE. — In this column there Is traced, trom 
week to week, the development of a typical 
Young People's Socialist League. The suc- 
cesses and failures are mirrored here and 
the chances are that you will find some of 
your own here set forth. Each installment is, 
practically complete in itself, but it is advis-' 
nble to follow the story regularly. 

FINAL PREPARATIONS. 

AT LAST the day of all days had 
come. The Yipsels had been 
breaking their necks advertis- 
ing the affair. Thousands of "plug- 
gers" or "throw-aways" had been dis- 
tributed, show cards had been posted 
wherever they would attract public at- 
tention, and all possible preparations 
had been made. 

They had put out a large Souvenir 
Program and had filled it with ad- 
vertisements from various business 
houses that were more or less friendly 
toward them. Such of the comrades 
as were professional or business men 
helped along liberally. At one place, 
tho, they did experience some trouble. 
It was when they tackled such places 
as were members of the local Board 
of Trade. They were told that they 
would first have to get the sanction 
of the Board office. They tried it. 
Everything was lovely until they hap- 
pened to mention the name of their 
organization, "Young People's SOCIA-, 
LIST League"! No, sir, they could 
never get the support qf the honor- 
able Board of Trade for any such pur- 
pose, not if the returns could be meas- 
ured in bushels of gold dollars! 
* * * 

THE YIPSELS were disappointed, 
but hardly surprised. As a counter 
stroke they printed an announcement 
of the action of the business men's 
association, and called the workers' at- 
tention to their enemies. It was very 
effective, many of the workers, when 
going to make their purchases, first 
inquired if the merchant was a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trade, and if he 
was^ there was mighty little business 
done there. Several merchants found 
it wiser to cater to their customers, 
the workers, than to bow to organiza- 
tions that were controlled entirely by 
thejbig fellows. 

They had requested that all tickets 
be settled for before the affair, but 
this was done in but very few cases. 
So here they were, on the day of the 
affair, expenses mounting higher and 
higher, and no assurance of success. 
In the morning, too, the weather was 
against them, but it cleared off in 
time and towards evening there was 
no opposition on that score. There 
was nothing to do but to wait for 
developments. 

WAIT? WELL, NOT QUITE. 
There were all kinds of things to be 
done at the last minute. They were 
very glad then that they had heeded 
Organizer Jim's advice and had 
cleared up every possible bit of de- 
tail ahead of time. Even now there 
were a thousand and one things they 
had not thought of before.- A big 
crowd of the Yipsels 1 were i scurrying 
about busy at the decorations, on the 
stage the final dress rehearsal of the 
sketch was taking place, a group of 
girls were busy sewing on the com- 
mittee badges, everybody was so busy 
that there was no 'time left -for wor- 
rying. It was* | best, too; that it was 
so, for however necessary thinking 
may be, worrying will never get us 
any further. 

At first Jim had been trying to do 
everything himself. He found himself 
chairman of innumerable committees, 
and with countless details to attend to. 
Some of the things he undoubtedly 
could do better than most others, 
simply because he had always at- 
tended to them in the past. But there 
was no time for this now, and he soon 
found but that his principal work con- 
sisted, not so much of what he could 
get done with his own hands, but with 
other people's. 

There had been a time when such 
an attitude would have met with re- 
sentment, but now, under the stress 
of these big doings, everybody realized 
that there must be a head, and a great 
many hands to carry out the instruc- 
tions of that head. In looking back 
over their achievements, they often 
! admitted that nothing contributed so 
much to success as their whole-heart- 
ed, loyal team-work on this occasion. 

The hour 4»f starting crept closer 
and closer and the first arrivals were 
already pouring in when all arrange- 
ments were completed. Committees 
of ushers, floor managers, refresh- 
ment servers, etc., were at their 
places, everything was in readiness, 
the question now was, "Would it be a 
success?" 



Having successfully carried on 
the affairs of the. city for three ad- 
ministrations, the Socialists' of Star 
City, West Va., are getting ready for 
the next campaign. John F. Higgins 
has been nominated for mayor; An- 
drew Goldstrom for city recorder, and 
William Shay, G. B. Stansbury, Ed- 
mond Gerard, John Bezner and 
Charles Twigg for the city council. 
At a rousing mass meeting of Star 
City Socialists, held Dec. 4, these 
nominees were declared the Socialist 
Party's choice for the election to be 
held Jan. 6. "The party is united and 
confident of victory", writes Comrade 
Higgins. 

YOUHcT PEOPLE'S DEPT. 

Organization — Education, —»■ Solidarity. 



WILLIAM F. KRUSE 



Director 



To reach the nation's youth with the 
message of Socialism and : to bring them 
into the organized Socialist movement 
through Young People's Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 
Socialist Party Young People's Dept* 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



ORGANIZATION TOPICS. 

By vote of 330 in favor against 6 opposed 
the N. Y. State Federation erf the Y. P. S. L. 
ratified the action of its Convention in joining 
the National body; 

New Leagues organized, Glens Falls, and 
Queens No. 2, N. J., Scandinavian and 
Douglas Park, Chicago, 111., .Crawfordsville, 
Elkhart, . Lafayette, and New Castle, Ind., and 
Braddock, Pa. 

Leagues disbanded, Humbolt Park, Chicago, 
and Flint, Mich. 

The N. J. State Fed., Y. P. S. L., has formed 
a Committee on Inter-League affairs. Their 
function is to bring about closer unity between 
the fourteen lea.t?ue3 affiliated with the State 
body. Each league is represented by one dele- 
gate. 

LOCAL LEAGUE ACTIVITIES. 

Elizabeth, N. J., announces that it uses 
"Dark Horse' method for raising money for 
refreshments at social evenings. Their first 
anniversary celebration was a big success, part 
of program being presentation of "The Sec- 
ond-story Man" and ah address by Comrade 
Sheldon, organizer of the "Boy Pioneers." 

Central West Side, Chicago, v had brilliant 
success with its lecture by Robt. C. Howe on 
"The Currency Question". A "Flying Post" 
with a prize to the girl receiving greatest 
number of letters was an attraction. 

Peoria, 111., celebrates its first anniversary 
with the play "Our Incomes", date Jan. '2nd. 

Pittsburg, Jewich, celebrates opening of its 
library with appropriate ceremonies. It will 
be open to the public every evening. 

Comrade Club, N. J., has conducted several 
educational .trips to such points of interest as 
the Museums of Art and Natural History. This 
is a part of the regular Winter work of this 
league, and should be used by every Y. P. S. L. 
organization. Their "Amateur Night", the 
entertainment given entirely by members, 
proved a big success, the "hook" being much 
in evidence. 

The North Side, Chicago, Y. P. S. L., has 
arranged for a monster Symposium, Concert, 
and Dance, «t which the foremost exponents 
of Socialism in this country will speak. The 
other arrangements are such that will make 
the affair even better than that described in 
the "Story Corner". This is the gala Yippel 
event of the year. 

THE KOKOMO CONVENTION. 

The launching of the Y. P. S. L. State 
Federation of Indiana was a memorable oc- 
casion. The Kokomo comrades covered them- 
selves with glory by their lavish hospitality, 
and the delegates from eight different cities 
did credit to their movement by the business- 
like way in which they conducted the affairs 
of the meeting. The convention lasted from 
Thursday, Nov. 25, until Saturday the 27th, 
and many of the delegates remained untij late 
Sunday before departing. Five business 
sessions were held, a constitution drawn up 
and adopted, resolutions were adopted on 
Militarism, Press, . Industrial and Political 
Organization, support of Union-Made goods, 
and many other topics of interest. The follow- 
ing officers were elected: State Secretary, 
Louis M. Wolf, Kokomo; State Organizer, 
Clyde Williams, Crawfordsville; Educational 
Director, Morris K. Friedman, and Assistant, 
Nick Di Cesare, both of South Bend ; Member 
Ex. Bd., Walter Reiz, Terre Haute; Fin. 
Secretary-Treaiurer, Agnes Wattles of Koko- 
mo. In mentioning that the last named young 
comrade is a good worker, it must also be 
stated that she is a good-looking good cook, 

Neither was the social side of the meeting 
neglected. A fine chicken dinner was nerved, 
after which a istreet meeting was held in 
front of the Court House, at which State 
Sec'y Will Henry, and Nat'l Sec'y Bill Kruse 
spoke to a large audience. Friday evening the 
delegates were entertained by the State Sec'y 
after which all attended a splendid Concert, 
given by the Triangle Concert Co. Saturday 
came the big Mask Ball, at which enough 
money was raised to pay the expenses of the 
entire convention, while Sunday afternoon 
most of the delegates attended the meetiiw* of 
the Kokomo Local of the Party, and on Sun 
day night the meeting of the League. Thruout 
the whole Convention the spirit of Comrade- 
ship sparkled like wine (or was it cider?) 
and enthused the delegates in their work. The 
bonds of friendship here established will 
endure for many years, and upon the foun- 
dations here laid down, will be built a Young 
Socialist movement of which all can be proud. 



Gov. James Ferguson told the dele- 
gates 4 to the recent conference on 
marketing and farm credits held in 
Chicago how he is trying to save 
Texas from Socialism. He said: "The 
only real preparedness will come when 
every man can have his little plot to 
defend. It is the only answer the 
capitalists can make to the growing 
number of Socialists." We would now 
like to hear from the grasping Texas 
landlord. 



SMOOTH SAILING 



By JOHN M. WORK 



HERE ARE THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST'S 

TWO XMAS OFFERINGS 



YOU CANNOT make a mistake by taking advan- 
tage of either one or both of the two following 
Christmas offerings of THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST: 

For C^rowiiiipts*- 

FIRST: The Socialist Party Campaign Book, 330 
pages, bound in flexible cloth, will be sent free with 
every year's subscription to THE AMERICAN SO- 
CIALIST at 50 cents. 

For the Children 

SECOND: "The New Adventures of Henry Dubb" 
will be sent free with every six months' subscription to 
THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST at 25 cents. 

A subscription to THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST will 
make the best kind of a Christmas present. So will a 
copy of THE SOCIALIST PARTY CAMPAIGN BOOK, 
or that great cartoon book by Ryan Walker* "The New 
Adventures of Henry Dubb. 

Rush in your order now, indicating clearly which one 
of these two offers you want to take advantage of. 
Write addresses plainlv. Order from THE AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST, 803 West Madison St., Chicago. 



Colored Cartoons 



NEW EDITION — NEW PICTURES 

A treat to young and old. A selection of Ryan Walker's best 
cartoons with the added attraction of colors. 

32 pages, (5x13 Yz inches) of colored comic cartoons. 
352 inches of rollicking sure-enough fun. 

THESE ARE THE 

New Jk d venture® 
of Henry I>nht> 

Thousands of copies of Henry Dubb cartoons have been already 
sold. This is a new edition, with new pictures, in three colors, 
They make a hit as soon as seen. 

They will sell like hot cakes at street meetings, lectures, and to 
individuals. Every father who wants his son and daughter to 
comprehend the struggles of the workers will want to give this 
book of pictures to them. They will bring a smile on the face 
of any grouch. Even the dullest mind can understand when 
taken in Walker's "easy-to-take" doses. 

Single copies ..10c. postpaid 

25 copies $2.00 postpaid 

100 copies $6.50 express paid 



SOCIALISTS* ARTY, 803 W. MADISOJTST., CHICAGO, ILL. 



I SUPPOSE it would be a fine thing 
if the Socilalist movement could 
always have smooth sailing. 
There are some adherents of the 
movement who evidently expect it to 
do so. They expect it to glide along 
like a pleasure boat on a placid sum- 
mer day until it arrives at the goal. 

But that is not the way things hap- 
pen in this world. 

Everything worth while is gained 
after terrific struggle. All the things 
that are worth while in our present 
so-called civilization represent untold 
effort and sacrifice and hardship. 
Often those who were lacking in per- 
sistence and devotion became discour- 
aged and gave up the struggle. 
* * * 

IF PEOPLE only had the power 



to see these things in perspective, 
they would be able to discern 1 the fact 
that in spite of all apparent defeats 
and obstacles and discouragements, 
constant progress is made. 

Close range observation results in 
delusion in this respect. 

A vessel breasting a stormy sea ap- 
pears to make no headway. The great 
foam-capped billows follow one an- 
other with majestic power. It seems 
as if they were intent upon engulfing 
the ship. But it steadily progresses 
against even them. Now it sinks into 
the trough and is almost lost to sight. 
Then it rides up the next steep wave 
and slides triumphantly over it. And 
all the while, in the face of the storm, 
it makes headway toward its goal. 

. SO WITH the Socialist movement. 

The Socialist ship is a goodly craft, 
thick armored and invulnerable. It 
has already met with storm and stress. 
, Even now it is riding the gale. For 
a time it will continue to be tempest- 
tossed by angry seas. 

. But it will weather every storm and 
arrive safe at last in the land-locked 
harbor of the Socialist commonwealth. 



Socialists are everywhere making 
it uncomfortable , for the old parto 
promoters of election frauds. As tho 
lesult of an investigation forced at 
Schenectady, N. Y., seven warrants 
have been issued for the arrest of il- 
legal voters, showing the Socialists 
have made good on their charges. So- 
cialists are also busy at Dayton, Ohio, 
proving their charges of election ir- 
regularities. 



NO MASS MEETINGS-. 
It takes more than the inspired 
propaganda of the subsidized Navy 
League to get the people excited oyer 
the "preparedness for war" plans of 
the jingoes. Congress opened at 
Washington and we didn't hear of a 
single one of those m»ss . meetings 
planned by the Navy League "thru- 
out the country." The fact that there 
is a Socialist in congress received 
more attention from the capitalist 
press. 



By 

Ryan Walker 




Socialist 
Watch Foto 



This is something new in mode! 
and design. The cut shown here 
is exact size of the Fob — but of 
course does not disolay its beauty 
and uniqueness. The metal base 
is made of oxidired metal, with 
the emblem in th<> center ir. col- 
ors. The strap is of good leather. 




Price, single fobs . . .$0.75 

One-half dozen ......... 3.50 

One dozen 6.00 

SPECIAL— Given free with club of 
twenty subscribers to The Ameri- 
can Socialist. 



National Office Socialist Party 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago, I1L 



